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EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 


ECC proponents looking at police building 


1 ' 



Agawam’s Police Headquarters, a 100-year-old former school building, is being 
studied as a possible site for a new Early Childhood Center. PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 


By Mike Lydick 

aan@turley.com 

The School Department is ex¬ 
ploring using the police station on 
Springfield Street in Feeding Hills 
as a possible site for a replace¬ 
ment Early Childhood Center. 

Superintendent of Schools 
Steve Lemanski said last week 
that the architectural firm of Ha- 


beeb 8c Associates is reviewing 
and inspecting the police station 
to determine if it could be retro¬ 
fitted to serve as a new ECC. The 
firm had previously been hired to 
do a feasibility study on building a 
new preschool to replace the ex¬ 
isting ECC. 

The Springfield Street build¬ 
ing, a former elementary school 
rededicated for police use in 1987, 


could become available for other 
uses under a proposal Mayor Wil¬ 
liam Sapelli is considering that 
would also include a new town 
administration building. Sapelli 
told the building committee look¬ 
ing into replacing the outdated 
and overcrowded ECC at Perry 
Lane Park that he’s investigating 

ECC I page 4 



Above, families walk the course at the Robinson Park School 
Techno Trot on Sunday. The 5K race is a fundraiser for science 
and technology programs at the Agawam elementary school. 
More photos on page 15. PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 


Out for a trot 


At right, Glen Meisenshelder of Feeding Hills finished first place 
overall in the sixth annual Techno Trot, with a time of 19:23. 



BROOKLINE AVE. 


Armed standoff ends in gunman’s death 


By Peter Spotts 

aan@turley.com 

A six-hour police standoff ended in 
a resident taking his own life on the 
evening of Monday, April 9. 


Agawam Police officers were dis¬ 
patched to 74 Brookline Ave., Feeding 
Hills, at 5:25 p.m., responding to re¬ 
ports of explosions at the house. The 
neighborhood off Springfield Street 
was a siege scene throughout the eve¬ 


ning. The body of Michael Kerr was 
found at approximately 11:30 p.m. 
when a Massachusetts State Police 
Special Tactical Operations team en- 

STANDOFF I page 4 


HIGH SCHOOL 

Robotics team 
works tourney 

By Peter Spotts 

aan@turley.com 

HARTFORD — Every opportunity is a learning expe¬ 
rience for the hardworking, dedicated students of Rosie 
Robotics Team 839 as they improved on their tourna¬ 
ment performance this year, reaching the semifinals 
of the New England FIRST District event in Hartford 
during the weekend of April 6-8. 

Rosie participates in For Inspiration and Recogni¬ 
tion of Science and Technology events throughout the 
spring season. More important than the competition 
results are the bonds that form between the teammates 
of Rosie throughout the year, and getting to share a 
weekend with fellow robotics enthusiasts from across 
New England. 

“1 love meeting other teams,” said Junior Amanda 

ROBOTICS I page 16 



Amanda Kiley stands with Rosie Robotics’ 2018 competition 
robot at last weekend’s tournament. PHOTO BY PETER SPOTTS 
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Golf course 

opens Fri. 


Mayor William 

Sa- 

pelli announced 

this 


week that the Agawam 
Municipal Golf course 
will open for the season 
Friday, April 13, at 8 a.m. 

The golf course is at 
128 Southwick St, Feed¬ 
ing Hills. 


Our advertisers 
make this 
publication 
possible. 

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 

Agawam 

Advertiser 


Church thanks all who helped to 
grow, arrange Easter flower display 


Beautiful and colorful flower plants adorned 
the altar and stairs on Easter Sunday at Agawam 
Congregational Church. 

White lilies, pink, lavender and red tulips 
and hyacinths, in addition to pink and blue hy¬ 
drangeas and small bushes of multicolor daisies, 
were displayed at the holiday service. 

The plant structure, arranged by Dick Bassett 
and Matt Blackak, consisted of planks covered 
with eye-catching, cranberry-colored draping. 
Flower committee members include Caroline 
and Dick Bassett, Matt Blackak, Jan Nooney, Bet¬ 
ty Burrage, Karen Withee, Ann Woodard, Gail 
Demers, and Donna Tapply. 


A variety of colorful plants adorned the altar at Agawam 
Congregational Church’s Easter services on April 1. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 


“We do flowers every Sunday, but the large 
arrangements are special for Easter and Christ¬ 
mas,” said Caroline Bassett, committee chair¬ 
man, who has served on the committee since the 
1980s. 

Some flowers are brought home by commit¬ 
tee members to enjoy after the service while oth¬ 
ers are donated to church members confined to 
their home, unable to attend the service. 




Honky-tonk pianist revisits 
old days at free concert 


The music plays on as the Aga¬ 
wam Cultural Council’s Applause 
Series presents the honky-tonk 
piano stylings of Gary Landgren 
at the Agawam Senior Center, 
954 Main St., on Friday, May 4, at 
7 p.m. The performance is spon¬ 
sored by Stellato Brothers Land¬ 
scape Contractors. 

Born out of ragtime and jazz 
from the 1890s to 1920s, this 
rip-roaring and rousing style of 
piano became popular after the 
swing era of the 1940s. Honky- 
tonk includes ragtime, swing and 
early jazz elements all rolled into 


Gary Landgren comes to the Agawam 
Senior Center on May 4 as the Agawam 
Cultural Council’s Applause Series con¬ 
tinues Its 14th season. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


a very informal, yet lively presen¬ 
tation. 

Landgren’s interest in this mu¬ 
sic began as a teenager after some 
informal lessons at a local piano 
store, listening to records, and a 
lot of experimentation and im¬ 
provisation. Along the way, he ad¬ 
opted many tricks on the keys so 
this playing would sound similar 
to the great roll-generated player 
pianos and coin-operated nickel¬ 
odeons of the early 1900s. 

Additional information on 
each of the Applause Series events 
is available at www.agawamcc. 
org. 

The Agawam Cultural Council 
is an all-volunteer local partner of 
the Massachusetts Cultural Coun¬ 
cil, a state agency that provides 
part of its funding. 
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OPEN: Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pnn ^£1 
Thurs., Fri. 9am-8pm; CLOSED SUN. & MON. MM 

budgetcabinetsales.com 


A PRAYER TO 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Holy Spirit, You who made me 
see everything and showed 
me the way to reach my ideal. 
You, who gave me the divine 
gift to forgive and forget the 
wrong that is done to me and 
you, who are in all instances of 
my life with me. I, in this short 
dialogue want to thank you for 
everything and confirm once 
more that I never want to be 
separated from you no matter 
how great the material desire 
may be. I want to be with you 
and my loved ones in your 
perpetual glory. Amen. Thank 
you for your love towards me 
and my loved ones. Persons 
must pray the prayer three 
consecutive days without asking 
your wish. After third day wish 
will be granted no matter how 
difficult it may be. The promise 
to publish this dialogue as soon 
as this favor is granted. I will 
never stop trusting God and His 
power. j,K. 


Visit us on 
the web 

www.turley.com 
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Assistant supt. plans to take top job in Easthampton 


By Ryan Schmitt 

aan@turley.com 

Agawam Assistant Superin¬ 
tendent Allison LeClair has been 
offered the job of school superin¬ 
tendent in Easthampton. 

LeClair, Agawam’s No. 2 
school administrator, said this 
week that she was originally at¬ 
tracted to Easthampton because 
of its “great reputation,” and her 
previous exposure to its resi¬ 
dents who had a “similar repu¬ 
tation for great work.” This, cou¬ 
pled with her drive to do more, 
makes her believe she would be 
a good fit both within the school 


and within the town. 

She said on Tuesday that she 
was still negotiating the terms 
of her contract with Easthamp¬ 
ton. Administrators at 
the Easthampton School 
Department were not 
immediately available 
for comment. 

LeClair had been one 
of two finalists for the 
post of Agawam super¬ 
intendent last year. She 
has been the town’s as¬ 
sistant superintendent 
since 2011, when she was hired by 
newly promoted Superintendent 
William Sapelli to take his old job. 


She remained in office after for¬ 
mer high school principal Steve 
Lemanski was hired as superinten¬ 
dent to replace Sapelli last spring. 

At the time, Aga¬ 
wam School Committee 
members said choosing 
between their top two 
candidates, LeClair and 
Lemanski, was a tough 
decision. 

“Both are highly qual¬ 
ified, both in different 
ways,” said Diane Juzba, 
who was serving on the 
School Committee at the time. 
“Both would bring something 
great to the school system.” 


School Committee member 
Carmino Mineo said, “Either one 
would be a successful school su¬ 
perintendent.” 

Before taking the job in 
Agawam, LeClair spent 17 
years working in the South- 
wick-Tolland Regional School 
District, starting as a teacher, 
then rising to grant administra¬ 
tor and finally director of curric¬ 
ulum. It was after she received 
her doctorate that she focused 
on becoming a superintendent. 

LeClair plans on taking her 
experiences in Agawam with her 
to her new position. When asked 
what specifically she plans on 


bringing with her, she said “strate¬ 
gies around teamwork and general 
collaborative work with others.” 
More specifically, LeClair plans on 
implementing a “strong vertical 
alignment of curriculum.” This is 
the process where teachers from 
all grade levels, from pre-kindergar¬ 
ten to high school, work together 
to determine how each academic 
subject will be taught throughout a 
student’s educational career. 

LeClair also plans on taking 
her memories of Agawam to her 
new post, as well. 

“The people in Agawam are ex¬ 
ceptional, and the educators pro¬ 
fessional,” she said. 



Allison LeClair 


Cooper’s taking gifts of professional attire 


Through the end of this month. 
Cooper’s Gifts Apparel Home of Aga¬ 
wam is accepting donations of profes¬ 
sional, interview-ready attire for Dress 
for Success of Western Massachusetts. 

“We invite everyone to spring- 
clean their closets and change a life,” 
said Kate Gourde, owner of Cooper’s. 

When donations are brought in. 
Cooper’s will swap a coupon to save 
20 percent off one entire purchase 
of clothing, accessories and jewelry. 
The coupon has no expiration date. 
Donations must be like-new, clean 
and on hangers. All professional attire 
is welcome, but DFS has expressed 
that its greatest current needs are for 
plus-sizes, spring coats and jewelry. 


No casual clothing will be accepted. 

The mission of DFS is to empower 
women to achieve economic inde¬ 
pendence by providing a network of 
support, professional attire and de¬ 
velopment tools to help them thrive 
in work and in life. They provide each 
client with professional attire to se¬ 
cure employment. 

Items may be brought to the shop 
anytime during the month of April. 
Cooper’s is at 161 Main St., Agawam, 
and is open daily from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sundays from noon to 5 p.m. 

“This drive coincides with Dress for 
Success as our April Round Up chari¬ 


ty, so it’s the perfect time to spread the 
word of their mission and really help 
them out,” Gourde said. Each month 
Gourde chooses a local charity to re¬ 
ceive the profits of the store’s Round 
Up program, through which custom¬ 
ers are invited to round up their pur¬ 
chase total to the next dollar amount. 
Gourde will then match 50 percent of 
the total collected. The program has 
donated over $11,000 to local organi¬ 
zations since its inception in 2014. 

Cooper’s is seeking nominations 
for other local charities to consider in 
the coming months. More information 
on the Round Up program and how to 
nominate a charity, may be found at 
www.coopersgifts.com/round-up. 


Donations sought for Feline Friends fundraiser 


Feline Friends Inc. Cat Sanctu¬ 
ary, in partnership with Savers Thrift 
Store of West Springfield, will hold its 
spring fund drive in the parking lot at 
532 Springfield St., Feeding Hills, from 
9 a.m. to noon Saturday, April 21. 

Feline Friends is a communi¬ 
ty-based, nonprofit cat sanctuary that 
does not euthanize or discriminate 


against any cat based on age, gender 
or disability. Funds raised will be used 
for the care and rehabilitation of all 
rescued cats. Items needed include 
clothing and shoes; bedding and 
towels; electronics (no TVs); toys or 
games; kitchen items; sporting goods; 
knick-knacks and other accessories. 

Those dropping off a donation will 


be entered to win a raffle prize. Tax 
receipts will also be available. All do¬ 
nated items collected during fund 
drive will then be recycled by Savers 
and will be available for purchase at 
their store. 

More information may be found at 
info@felinefriendsinc.org or by calling 
413-786-5019. 


Alcohol ink artist to speak with TVAA next week 


The Tobacco Valley Artists Associ¬ 
ation will host Connecticut artist De¬ 
nise Balcanoff, who will demonstrate 
the use of alcohol inks at the group’s 
monthly meeting Wednesday, April 
18. The meeting will take place at the 
Senior Center, 954 Main St, Agawam, 
at 6:30 p.m. 

Born and raised in New York City, 
Balcanoff developed a passion for 
art at a very young age, attended the 
High School of Art and Design in Man¬ 
hattan and continued to study art at 
Buffalo State College while earning 
her teaching degree. Soon after, she 


moved to Bloomfield, Conn., raised a 
family and taught early childhood ed¬ 
ucation for 33 years. 

Recently retired, Balcanoff re¬ 
turned to her love of art and discov¬ 
ered the playfulness of alcohol inks. 
She enjoys experimenting with them 
on different substrates, combining 
them with various mediums, and ex¬ 
ploring different techniques. 

“To me, art is love and can help 
heal the soul, and therefore, 1 love 
sharing it with others,” she explained. 

When she is not drawing or paint¬ 
ing for her own enjoyment, she still 


enjoys teaching, but instead of work¬ 
ing with young children, she shares 
her passion with adult and young 
adult students. Through painting or 
drawing, she teaches them to relax 
and release the stresses of the day. 
More of her art can be seen at www. 
dbsoulfulcreations.com or on Face- 
book. 

Tobacco Valley Artists Association 
meets on the third Wednesday of the 
month and meetings are open to all 
lovers of art. For more information, 
contact Sam Dupuis at 860-745-3608 
or samdupuis45@outlook.com. 


NOTICE 

ERRORS: Each advertis¬ 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in¬ 
sertion, nor will be li¬ 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu¬ 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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Church members will 
walk to support world 
fight against hunger 

Members of Agawam Congregational Church will be 
participating in this year’s annual CROP Walk on Sun¬ 
day, April 29. 

“Last year, we had around 20 of our church mem¬ 
bers participate in the walk and we raised $1,369 
of the $5,703 total raised from Agawam and West 
Springfield churches that participated,” said Cath¬ 
ie Strniste, the church’s recruiter and coordinator. 
“The walk is of special interest to me as my father, John 
Hauser, was the area CROP coordinator from 1982, 
when the walk began. He was devoted to the church and 
wanted to help others, which is what CROP, through 
Church World Service, does,” she added. 

The walk is hosted this year by Feeding Hills Congre¬ 
gational Church, 21 N. Westfield St. Signup takes place 
at 12:30 p.m. followed by the six-mile walk at 1 p.m. The 
Agawam Lions Club will provide food and music follow¬ 
ing the walk. 

To sign up with members of Agawam Congregation¬ 
al Church, call 413-786-7111. 


Mayor Sapelli to speak 
at GOP meeting Weds. 

The Agawam Republican Town Committee will hear 
from Mayor William Sapelli at its meeting next week. 

All are welcome to the committee meeting, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 18, in the Agawam 
Public Library, 750 Cooper St. Com¬ 
mittee members will discuss the 
Republican State Convention, to be 
held April 28 in Worcester. 

Sapelli, who was elected in No¬ 
vember after a long career as an ed¬ 
ucator in Agawam, give an update 
on town government, and discuss 
what initiatives he has planned for 
the town. 

For more information, contact committee Chair¬ 
man Bob Magovern at 413-885-0430 or neighborl2@ 
aol.com. 



William Sapelli 


SouTHWicK Cultural Council 
Presents the 19th Annual 



Featuring 40 artists from Western MA and Northern CT. Oils, 
acrylics, water colors, woodcarvings, sculpture, photography, 
fabric art, stained glass, mixed media, and more. The Southwick 
Historical Society presents “Patriot and Planter,” featuring images 
and stories about prominent Southwick residents, Joseph Moore 
and Edward Gillett. Live musical performances will also be held. 

Southwick Town Hall 

454 College Hwy, Rts 10 and 202 SOUTHWICK, MA 


www.southwickma.org/cultural 
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STANDOFF i from page 1 

tered the house. 

“The fact is it was tragic we had an in¬ 
dividual take his life,” Mayor William Sa- 
pelli said. “I feel bad for the Kerr family. 
It’s sad to lose a family member.” 

According to an Agawam Police De¬ 
partment media release, Kerr fired ap¬ 
proximately 20 rounds of ammunition in 
and out of his house during the first hour 
of the standoff. At least one round struck 
a neighbor’s home. Gillis said no rounds 
were fired by law enforcement. 

Every house on Belvidere and Brookline 
avenues were evacuated for the duration 
of the incident, and Sacred Heart Church 
opened its doors to provide shelter and 
bathrooms for the displaced residents. They 
were able to return to their homes around 
12:30 to 12:45 a.m. according to Sapelli. 

Sapelli thanked the Rev. Steve Amo, 
praised the community for handling their 
seven-hour displacement without com¬ 
plaint, and said the community bonded 
together well to get through the night. 

“Something like this — when people’s 
lives are in danger and live rounds are 
going off — you have to be very careful,” 
said Sapelli. “Everyone pulled together as 
a community did their job.” 

The law enforcement personnel gath¬ 
ered around the house attempted contact 
for several hours with Kerr — which in¬ 
cluded more than 40 phone calls and con¬ 
tinuous communications via loudspeaker 
— but received no response. 


Agawam Police Chief Eric Gillis said 
that there was a “significant” response to 
the scene. In addition to the town police, 
the Fire Department, Emergency Man¬ 
agement and UMass Paramedics were 
also on scene. Several Massachusetts 
State Police units, including the STOP 
team. Explosive Ordnance Detection 
team, crisis negotiator and troopers from 
the Springfield barracks were dispatched 
to the location at 5:50 p.m. Sapelli com¬ 
mended the Police Department and Gillis 
for coordinating the effort between all the 
different units on site. 

“These types of situations could go 
sideways very quickly,” explained Sapelli. 
“Chief Gillis as incident commander did 
an outstanding job coordinating that ef¬ 
fort. That’s not an easy job.” 

Several robots were deployed by the 
EOD team with cameras attached. Gil¬ 
lis said they were able to get the robots 
through the front and side doors but 
couldn’t move further once entering the 
building. The STOP team deployed CS 
gas in an attempt to fiush Kerr out of the 
building before entering. 

“[CS gas] is standard operating pro¬ 
duce for the STOP team when not getting 
a response to try and force a person out.,” 
explained Gillis. 

Gillis said that there is nothing in po¬ 
lice records for Kerr that would point to 
why he acted as he did, and the depart¬ 
ment is still looking into potential mo¬ 
tives. Kerr’s father was a former member 
of the Agawam Police Department, retir¬ 
ing more than 20 years ago. 
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CLUESACROSS 

I. Upon 

4. Roman 

Statesman 

8. A protective 
covering worn 
over the face 

10. Perfected 

II. British school 

12. Colored with 
red powder 

13. Tivoli 

15. What bowlers 
hope to knock 
down 

16. Finnish lake 

17. Damaged 
regions of tissue 

18. World- 
renowned 
guitarist 

21. Political action 
committee 

22. Oxygen 
reduction 


system 

23. Part of a circle 

24. Italian monk’s 
title 

25. Kidney 
problem (abbr.) 

26. One point east 
(clockwise) of 
due north 

27. Home to a 
world famous 
bay 

34. Mollusk 

35. Large nest of a 
bird of prey 

36. Predict 

37. Reconnaissance 

38. Move in a 
particular 
direction 

39. Cut with a tool 

40. True firs 

41. Heaven’s 
opposite 

42. Employed 


43. “Partridge 
Family” actress 
Susan 

CLUES DOWN 

1. Induces 
vomiting 

2. Gloss or sheen 
on wood 
furniture 

3. Meteorological 
line 

4. Help shoppers 
save money 

5. Heart condition 

6. What tweens 
become 

7. _and ends 

9. Small knob 

10. Island capital 

12. Refinisher 

14. Brazilian city 

15. Pearl Jam’s 
debut 

17. Resinous 


substance of an 
insect 

19. Stretched out 

20. Bag-like 
structure in a 
plant or animal 

23. Reference 
works 

24. Hoover’s office 

25. Confused 

26. The Science 
Guy 

27. A young 
woman 

28. Used to express 
good wishes 

29. Body part 

30. Draw blood 

31. Curved 

32. _Kidman, 

actress 

33. Profoundly 

34. Fools 

36. Wife (German) 


CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 11 


CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 


7 p.m. Tuesday, April 17 
Roberta Doering School 
68 Main St., Agawam 

A. Roll call 

B. Moment of Silence and the Pledge of Allegiance 

C. Citizen’s Speak Time 

D. Minutes 

1. Regular Council Meeting — April 2,2018 

E. Declaration of council president 

F. Presentation of Resolutions 

1. TR-2018-26 — A Resolution confirming the ap¬ 
pointment of Vincenzo Ronghi, 55 Avalon Place, Feeding 
Hills, MA to the Community Preservation Act Committee 
to a term expiring April 30,2020 (City Council) 

2. TR-2018-27 —A Resolution confirming the ap¬ 
pointment of Doreen A. Prouty, 891 South Westfield 
St., Feeding Hills, MA to the Community Preservation 
Act Committee to a term expiring April 30, 2021 (City 
Council) 

G. Report of council committees 

H. Elections 

I. Public hearings 


J. Old Business 

1. TO-2018-8 — Order granting or renewing a Junk 
Dealer’s Permit for John’s Trucking of Agawam, Inc., 
415 Silver St., Agawam, MA (Clerk) (Referred to Admin¬ 
istrative Committee) 

2. TO-2018-9 — Order granting or renewing a Junk 
Dealer’s Permit for T’s Art Studio, 38 Rising St, Feeding 
Hills, MA (Clerk) (Referred to Administrative Committee) 

3. TOR-2018-3 — An Ordinance to a amend Section 
49-7(9)(D) of the Code of the Town of Agawam by add¬ 
ing Council on Aging van driver (Mayor) (1 of 2 Readings) 
(Referred to Legislative Committee) 

4. TOR-2018-4 — An Ordinance amending Chapter 
33 of the Code of the Town of Agawam 

(Mayor) (1 of 2 Readings) (Referred to Legislative 
Committee) 

5. TOR-2018-5 — An Ordinance amending Chapter 
33 of the Code of the Town of Agawam (Sapelli) (1 of 2 
Readings) (Referred to Legislative Committee) 

K. New business: Unavailable at press time. 

L. Any other matter that may legally come before the 
City Council 

M. Adjournment 














The current Agawam Police Headquarters was originally a four-room elementary school first known 
as Springfield Street School, then as Faolin Peirce School. AGAWAM HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION PHOTO 
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replacing the police station and the current 
Town Hall on Main Street with more mod¬ 
ern facilities. 

Sapelli said a new ECC as well as a new 
administration building and police head¬ 
quarters are among many building projects 
the town needs to address. The original 
portion of Town Hall, facing Main Street, 
opened in 1942. The administration build¬ 
ing also housed the Police Department 
until it moved into what was formerly the 
Faolin Peirce School. 

The mayor told the committee at a re¬ 
cent meeting that he wants to create a com¬ 
prehensive plan to address several building 
projects to replace aging structures. Ac¬ 
cording to Sapelli, a comprehensive plan 
that includes the ECC, Police Headquar¬ 
ters, and administration building is likely 
to stand a better chance of approval than 
if each project were proposed individually. 

Sapelli had no cost estimates or a spe¬ 
cific timetable, but said the plan could take 
10 years to complete. 

As school superintendent until mid- 
2017, Sapelli was a driving force who advo¬ 
cated for replacing the current ECC. 

For nearly 25 years, the ECC has been 
housed in a former office building at Perry 
Lane Park that was intended to be a tempo¬ 
rary site. Because of a lack of space, some 
preschool classes have been moved to an 
elementary school. Although the School 
Committee voted to request town funding 
for a new ECC almost two years ago — at 
a then-estimated cost of $21 to $26 million 
— neither the City Council nor the mayor’s 
office made a move toward approving or 
denying the initial proposal. 

“Construction costs rise every year,” said 
Lemanski. “We haven’t projected out what 
a building will cost if we have to wait.” 

However, Sapelli told the committee 
that he could include construction costs 
for a new preschool in the town’s Capital 
Improvement Plan. That led the committee 
to shelve — at least for now — a resolution 
seeking $150,000 for a schematic design for 
a smaller new ECC that had been rejected 
by the City Council last June. 

“We are not moving forward with the 
schematic design,” said Lemanski. 

Instead, he said the School Department 
will work closely with the mayor’s office for 
a new ECC to be included in an overall plan 
for needed town building projects. 

“We’ve submitted drawings of the cur¬ 


rent police station to the architectural firm 
to examine if the building — should it be¬ 
come available — is feasible to renovate or 
to construct a new facility on the site,” said 
Lemanski. 

It would be a return to educational use 
for the Springfield Street building, which 
opened in 1917 as a four-room elementa¬ 
ry school. Founded as Springfield Street 
School, it was later renamed for Faolin 
Peirce, a longtime teacher and principal at 
the school. 

Sapelli said the building’s current con¬ 
figuration and age could make it more cost¬ 
ly to convert to a preschool than to tear it 
down and build a new school on the site. 

“It might make more sense just to knock 
it down,” he said. “There is a lot of land there 
that the town already owns, so it could be a 
great location for a new ECC.” 

The superintendent said the town has 
not looked any further into the recently 
sold Southworth building on Main Street. 
Lemanski said he did tour the former pa¬ 
per manufacturing plant to determine if a 
portion of the building could be used as a 
preschool. 

Although in basically good condition, 
he said the building would need to be up¬ 
graded with new windows and other ame¬ 
nities to make it suitable for a preschool. In 
addition, the building is privately owned, 
so whatever space the school used would 
be leased, not owned, by the town. 

Lemanski said he and Sapelli continue 
to look at available buildings that could be 
converted to an ECC if they become avail¬ 
able for lease. Sapelli added that a number 
of other properties in desirable locations, 
besides the police station, have come to his 
attention as possible sites for a new ECC. 

Until a new ECC can be built, Lemanski 
continues to look for “possible solutions” 
to alleviate overcrowding conditions at the 
ECC as well as the town’s four elementa¬ 
ry schools, which are at or near capacity. 
Modular classrooms added to an elemen¬ 
tary school are one possibility Lemanski 
has considered. 

Another option is to use space at the 
Perry Lane Preschool, a fee-based pre¬ 
school offered by the town through the 
Parks and Recreation Department that 
uses a building near the current ECC. 

Lemanski said using the preschool 
building for overfiow students could only 
be a temporary solution, at best. 

“Perry Lane Preschool may offer us ad¬ 
ditional classroom space, but it doesn’t 
meet the needs for an ECC,” Lemanski said. 
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Employers and job-seekers are pictured at last year’s job fair sponsored by the West of the River 
Chamber of Commerce. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Chamber job fair next month 


WEST SPRINGFIELD — The West of 
the River Chamber of Commerce will hold 
its annual Job Fair, “Local Jobs for Local 
People,” from 3 to 6 p.m. Tuesday, May 22, 
at Storrowton Tavern’s Carriage House on 
the Eastern States Exposition grounds, 
1305 Memorial Ave., West Springfield. 

This event gives local business owners 
the opportunity to meet with local residents 
and students who are looking for employ¬ 
ment opportunities within the community. It 
is designed to connect local employers with 
adult job seekers, high school graduates and 


students. The Chamber hopes to entice res¬ 
idents of Agawam and West Springfield to 
stay and raise their families in town, which 
will in turn boost the local economy. 

Area students will be showcasing their 
talents and networking skills as they ex¬ 
plore local opportunities. More seasoned 
professionals who want to better their ca¬ 
reer will also present their experience and 
preparation for today’s job market. 

Employers in the area interested in par¬ 
ticipating as a vendor can register at www. 
westoftheriverchamber.com. 


Studio’s art on exhibit at library 


During the month of April, the Agawam 
Public Library will display the artwork of 
the students of the Thousand Cranes Art 
Studio. 

Across both levels of the library, visi¬ 
tors will also enjoy the colorful and cre¬ 
ative artwork of the students from Thou¬ 
sand Cranes Studio. The artwork consists 
of drawings, sketches, and paintings from 
students as young as 4 years old. 


Thousand Cranes Studio is run by Stan 
and Sheila Coly and is in Feeding Hills. For 
more information, visit www.thousandcra- 
nesstudio.com. 

Visitors are welcome at the Agawam 
Public Library during regular open hours. 
Contact Cher Collins, adult services librar¬ 
ian, at 413-789-1550, ext. 8851, or ccollins@ 
agawamlibrary.org for information on dis¬ 
playing artwork at the library. 


Donations sought for annual book sale 


The Friends of the Agawam Public Li¬ 
brary are preparing for their annual used 
book sale. Hardcover and paperback 
books, DVDs and CDs may be dropped off 
at the library during regular library hours. 

The sale will be held in the Communi¬ 
ty Room at the Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper St., Agawam, on Thursday, May 17, for 


members of the Friends of the Agawam Li¬ 
brary only; Friday, May 18, for a $3 charge; 
and Saturday, May 19, at no charge. Members 
of the Friends of the Agawam Library will be 
admitted free on Thursday and Friday. 

All proceeds from the book sale will 
support programs at the library. The library 
is at 750 Cooper St., Agawam. 


OBITUARY 

Constance M. Parent, 86; 
devoted mother leaves family 

WEST SPRINGFIELD — Constance Mary Parent, 86, 
formerly of Paulson Drive, passed away Tuesday, April 3, 
at the Jewish Nursing Home in Longmeadow. 

She was born in Springfield on June 16, 1931, to the 
late Harold and Mary (Potasky) Oui- 
met. She lived most of her life in West 
Springfield and was a graduate of Bay 
Path College in Longmeadow. Con¬ 
stance worked as the secretary for the 
West Springfield High School prin¬ 
cipal’s office for over 15 years. After 
that, for many years, she ran the Trad¬ 
ing Post at the Boy Scouts of Ameri¬ 
ca’s office in Chicopee. 

She was a longtime communicant of the St. Thomas 
the Apostle Church. Connie was an avid quilter and she 
made them with love for all of her family. She spent her 
summers surrounded by several generations of fami¬ 
ly in her favorite place, Westbrook, Conn. A devoted 
mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother, Connie 
filled her family’s hearts with love and left a beautiful, 
lasting mark on everyone she met. 

She was the beloved widow of David Parent, who 
passed away in 1990; loving mother of Lynne Messeck 
and her longtime partner David Pomeroy of Pittsfield, 
Donna Woszczyna and her husband Albert of Aga¬ 
wam, and Paula St. Germain and her husband Curtis of 
Springfield; caring sister of Joanne Messer of Oconomo- 
woc, Wis., and James Ouimet of New Hope, Pa.; devoted 
grandmother of Melissa Messeck and Jeffrey Messeck, 
and Kristie and Nicole Woszczyna;, and cherished 
great-grandmother of Dylan, Blake and Kendall. She 
also leaves several nieces and nephews. 

Her funeral was at the Toomey-O’Brien Funeral 
Home, West Springfield, followed by a Liturgy of Chris¬ 
tian Burial at St. Thomas the Apostle Church. Burial 
was at St. Thomas Cemetery. Memorial donations may 
be made to the Boy Scouts of America, 1325 W. Walnut 
Hill Lane, Irving, TX 75015. 

For more information, visit www.toomeyobrien.com. 
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DEATH NOTICES 

Conti, Judith C. 

Died April 1 
Private burial 

Agawam Funeral Home Inc. 

lacoiino, Lorraine 

Died March 31 
Funeral April 8 
Somers Funeral Home 
Somers, Conn. 

Kortabani, Judith A. 

Died April 4 
Funeral April 19 
Colonial Forastiere Funeral 
Home of Agawam 

Maruca, Rose 

Died April 2 
Funeral April 5 

Forastiere-Smith Funeral Home 
and Cremation Service 

Parent, Constance M. 

Died April 3 
Funeral April 9 

Toomey-O’Brien Funeral Home 
West Springfield 

Stepanik, Aiice 

Died April 3 
Private services 
Colonial Forastiere Funeral 
Home of Agawam 


Agawam Advertiser News 

Obituary 

POLICY 


Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$75, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 

submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @ turley.com. 

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 
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O pinion 

OUR VIEW 

Every day 
should be 
Earth Day 

W hile it is very encouraging to 
read about towns, schools 
and watershed groups host¬ 
ing cleanup and Earth Day programs 
this week, the reality is Earth Day as 
we have known it is quickly becoming 
a flower child fad of the past. And that 
may be a good thing. 

Replacing this annual spring ritual 
is a growing daily awareness of what is 
right and wrong to do in our outdoor 
environment. An everyday awareness — 
we should all hope. 

What was originally founded as an 
international environmental movement 
in 1970 has become almost another 
one of our culture’s token holidays. Has 
Earth Day lost its global impact and 
ability to change lives and perceptions 
in the process? 

Most certainly the answer is no for 
the humble hands, minds and feet of 
those who are planting seedlings or 
clearing roadside or riverside trash for 
hours on end this week. 

It’s disheartening that there’s any 
cleanup to do in the first place. The 
people of Massachusetts — one of the 
wealthiest states in one of the wealthiest 
countries in the world — surely can af¬ 
ford trashcans and disposal fees. It’s en¬ 
couraging to note that many members 
of this high-powered populace roll up 
their sleeves each year to pick up after 
their inconsiderate neighbors. But one 
day of activism is not enough to coun¬ 
teract the worst excesses of the “throw¬ 
away society.” 

So while recycling, solar and wind 
power, environmental watchdog activi¬ 
ty, and open space preservation has in¬ 
creased exponentially since Earth Day 
1970, so has our human population and 
commercial product diversification. 

People still throw trash in the back 
of their trucks not thinking it will blow 
out into someone’s rose thicket bush on 
the way home. Apathetic farmers still 
dump animal waste into rivers. People 
in transition discard their old couch¬ 
es and TVs on the roadside. And even 
some residents will create a junk pile 
of rotting debris on their own property 
just because they don’t want to pay for 
its removal. 

Christopher Reddy, a scientist at 
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution 
in Brewster, has written: “Earth Day has 
spawned such widespread change for 
the good that environmental awareness 
has woven itself into the everyday fabric 
of our society. A special day is no longer 
required.” 

For some people, it is. Not everyone 
has made the evolutionary transition to 
an “every day is Earth Day” mentality. 

But for some people, it isn’t. The 
drumbeat over the decades has suc¬ 
ceeded in making people, particularly 
young people, think about the environ¬ 
ment. They were raised in a culture that 
saw littering as a crisis and they learned 
the lesson. 

If we can all learn that lesson, we 
won’t need Earth Day. For now, we do. 

What do you think? Send your letter to 
the editor to aan@turleycom. 


PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 

As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo¬ 
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for Agawam Advertiser News, please email mballway® 
turley.com. 

-A TURLEY PUBLICATION — 

www.turley.com 



YESTERDAY'S HOMETOWN NEWS 

Happy 100th birthday, Vivian Roberts 


W here do you think I went to interview 
Vivian Roberts ’35, who will be celebrat¬ 
ing her lOOth birthday on April 16? Not 
to a nursing home, not to an assisted living facili¬ 
ty — Vivian was at work at the Agawam 
First Baptist Church Trading Post. Every 
Wednesday, she works a shift from II 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Vivian (Cordes) Roberts had two sis¬ 
ters, Arlene ’38 and June ’43. They all went 
to AHS, Vivian graduating in 1935. She 
was voted “Smartest Girl” by her class¬ 
mates and came in second in the voting 
for “Girl Most Likely to Succeed.” She con¬ 
tinued her education at Westfield State 
College, graduating in 1939. 

She was a substitute teacher for 
two years, taught at the Springfield Street School 
for two years and then taught 31 years at Phelps 
School, retiring in 1978. Bill Miller, Vivian’s princi¬ 



pal at Phelps, called the students who had Vivian 
“lucky.” Her fellow teachers were also lucky when 
Vivian brought in her luscious brownies. Bill said. 
He also remembers how relieved Vivian was when 
she had two knee operations. 

The 1935 AHS yearbook is titled “A 
Year Book” and here are a few of Vivian’s 
classmates: Julio Alvigini, Harland At¬ 
wood, John Bitgood, Edythe Buoniconti, 
Alvera Christopher, James Davis, Agnes 
Devecchi, William Ferranti, Elmer Le- 
tellier , Don Goss, Ken Grady, Alvin Kel¬ 
logg, Art Loomis, Mary Morris, Barbara 
Phelps, Florence Raschi, Geraldine Ris¬ 
ing, Edythe Scherpa, Bertha Cesan, Vern 
Spear, Annie Tinti and Merrill Tisdel. 

Vivian married Norman Roberts ’33, 
and they had two children. Judy (AHS ’61) was a 
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FAITH MATTERS 

Fake news? 


L ike me, you’re probably tired of hearing about 
“fake news,” especially when it’s the label 
used by someone for any news that is not fa¬ 
vorable to them or which they just dislike or dis¬ 
agree with. But fake news is a real thing. 

By definition, fake news has no basis in 
fact, but it’s presented as being factu¬ 
al and accurate. It’s promoted with the 
intent to mislead. In other words, fake 
news is a lie, a lie told in order to further 
one’s own agenda, whatever it maybe. In 
our day, fake news undermines serious 
news coverage, and makes it more dif¬ 
ficult for journalists to do their jobs. It 
also makes it more difficult for people to 
determine truth from lies. 

Fake news has been around a long 
time. In the I3th century B.C., Ramses the Great 
spread lies and propaganda about his own suppos¬ 
edly stunning accomplishments, later proved to be 
greatly exaggerated. In the first century B.C., Marc 
Antony killed himself because of fake news por¬ 
traying him as a drunk, a womanizer and a puppet 
of Cleopatra. A few hundred years later, in the sec¬ 
ond and third centuries A.D., fake news spread that 
Christians engaged in cannibalism and incest and 
other acts of immorality. Fake news has continued 
throughout the centuries ever since. 

Easter was on April Fool’s Day this year. Many 
would say that we are indeed fools for believing 
that someone could come back from the dead, for 
believing in the need for a personal savior — even 
that we are fools for believing in God at all. May¬ 
be all that Resurrection stuff was fake news. That’s 
pretty much what the Apostle Paul addressed in I 
Corinthians 15:1-8. He wrote to a troubled church 
to address the reality of the Resurrection, saying 
he had “good news.” He knew that some had fall¬ 
en away from the truth and were choosing instead 
to believe lies. The Resurrection is the very foun¬ 


dation of the gospel message. The word “gospel” 
literally means “good news.” Christians believe the 
good news that Jesus died for our sins, was buried 
and rose on the third day, was the first of the souls 
harvested from the dead, and we are 
those who come after. 

Paul wanted to make it clear that the 
Resurrection story was not “fake news.” 
He wrote that all that happened was “in 
accordance with scriptures.” He also said 
the resurrected Jesus appeared first of all 
to Peter, then to the rest of the disciples. 
Today, we would probably discount their 
testimonies as “fake news” because they 
were Jesus’ insiders. But Paul goes on to say 
that the resurrected Jesus later appeared 
to more than 500 other people, most of 
whom were still alive at the time Paul was writing. So 
back then it would have been pretty easy to find one 
of those 500 eyewitnesses and verify what was said. 

The Resurrection was definitely not fake news. 
It was not fabricated by the disciples or by anyone 
else. The Easter message — a story of resurrec¬ 
tion, of new life, of hope — is a story that comes 
to us only by God’s grace. We have the testimony 
of scriptures, of the church tradition, and our own 
reason and experience to affirm that newness of 
life has come to us, that light has come out of dark¬ 
ness. Like the Apostle Paul who originally perse¬ 
cuted the church, we’ve all done things we’re not 
proud of, and yet by God’s grace we are called to 
be disciples. God’s grace brought us here thus far. 
God’s grace also brought about the Resurrection, 
and God’s grace is what abounds in our lives and 
in our hearts to move us to believe and accept the 
good news — not the fake news — of the Resurrec¬ 
tion of Jesus and ultimately of everyone. 

Ken Blanchard is the pastor at Agawam United 
Methodist Church on Springfield Street in Feeding Hills. 
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Senior Friends set for 
severai trips this year 

The Friends of the Agawam Senior Center have an¬ 
nounced the following trips. A non-refundable $10 depos¬ 
it is due with sign-up. Final payment is due 45 days prior 
to trip. Full payment for Mohegan Sun Casino trips is due 
with reservation. For more information, call Penny at 413- 
519-7223. 

Mohegan Sun Casino:April 23; May 21; June 25; July 23; 
Aug. 27; Sept. 24; Oct. 22; Nov. 26. 

Pennsylvania Dutch Show Stopper: May 8-10. 

Ogunquit Playhouse: June 13-14. 

Clove Creek Dinner Theater — “Don’t Dress for Dinner”: 
June 21. 

Narragansett Bay Lighthouse Cruise: July 10. 

Saratoga Race Course: Aug. 9. 

Gloucester House Lobsterbake: Aug. 30. 

Niagara Falls (wait list only): Sept. 4-7. 

Music of Andrew Lloyd Webber: Sept. 27. 

Quebec, Canada Cruise (wait list only): Sept. 28 to Oct. 
9. 

Newport Dinner Train: Oct. 16. 

A Salute to Veterans: Nov. 8. 

Bring It, Swing It: Dec. 11. 

Southern Caribbean Cruise: Feb. 24 to March 8,2019. 



Vivian Cordes 


Daie Roberts 



Judith Roberts 
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dental hygienist and raised her three daughters in Maine, 
and Dale (AHS ’66), a dentist, has two daughters. Now “Viv” 
has seven great-grandchildren. A century is 100 and it is 
ironic that Vivian used that word in the following poem 
she wrote for her 1935 yearbook. Happy birthday to a 
grand lady! 


To You Dear Agawam 

At the twilight of the passing year. 

Our friendships hold and grow more dear. 

To them we cling as to our books, which bring 
Strange knowledge of the past. 

As we hear the golden bell of fancy 
Toll on the hours of toil. 

We leave the years of fun and frolic; 

And into master classes go. 

May thy creed of goodness help us; 

Deeds, and not words be our guide; 

And, as the dust of centuries brush us. 

May thy glory with us bide. 

Vivian E. Cordes 


Walt Willard went to AHS and taught math there for 16 
years. He can be reached at 413-786-7924. Walt loves your 
feedback and any and all information or tidbits you can offer. 
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Turley Publications is looking to add Sports 
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team to provide coverage of local sports for multiple 


regions. 


Applicants should have an understanding of a 
wide-range of sports and have a degree in English, 
journalism or communications. Applicants must be 
dependable, have a command of AP Style and be able 
to meet strict deadlines. 


Please email resume and three writing or 
photography samples directly to Greg Scibelll at 
sports@turley.com 
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New faces welcome at Women’s Club 


The GFWC Agawam Junior Wom¬ 
en’s Club will meet Tuesday, April 17, 
at the Agawam Senior Center. 

There will be a social and re¬ 
freshments at 6 p.m., followed by a 


program and business meeting at 
6:30 p.m. 

Women 18 years of age or older 
are invited to attend the club meet¬ 
ing to learn what it is all about. New 


members are always welcome. 

The Senior Center is at 954 Main 
St., Agawam. 

Attendees should use the back 
entrance. 


ADMIN FILES 

Erik Wight, buiiding inspector 


By Joanne Brown 

Erik Wight, a married father of 
two grown children, has been the 
head of Agawam’s Inspection Ser¬ 
vices Department since 2013. A grad¬ 
uate of the College of the Atlantic in 
Bar Harbor, Maine, he has had a di¬ 
versified career that includes time in 
a weatherization program, time do¬ 
ing energy audits for MassSave, and 
time in the construction trade both 
in Oregon and Massachusetts when 
he earned his certificates in build¬ 
ing inspection in both states. After 
several years as the assistant build¬ 
ing inspector in the Deerfield area, 
he started his own code consulting 
business, which led to work around 
the United States until he decided 
to come to Agawam to head up the 
town’s inspection department. 

Wight calls his position the gate¬ 
keeper for all development, zoning 
enforcement, and fiood plain super¬ 
vision. His department oversees in¬ 
spections of new buildings as well as 
remodels; electrical, plumbing, and 
gas installations; and weights and 
measures. He points out that the first 
building codes began in Massachu¬ 
setts in 1975, and the codebook, now in 
its ninth edition, has grown more and 
more detailed. Part of his job is to help 
contractors sift through the mass of 



Eric Wight is the town’s director of in- 
spectionai services. PHOTO BY JOANNE 
BROWN 


information they must follow to meet 
regulation standards. Such adherence 
to standards protects homeowners to 
be sure work is done correctly. 

He acknowledged that people 
who interact with him aren’t always 
happy — the building permit process 
can be unexpectedly time-consum¬ 
ing — but he actually says he likes 
working with the public and the 
problem-solving involved in his job. 
He especially likes that he is in his 
office at times, in the field at other 
times, and always seeing new tech¬ 


nology and types of building. 

Two ongoing, complicated aspects 
of his job involve fiood plain issues, 
because of Agawam’s location near 
rivers, and the town’s complex zon¬ 
ing map. He said many land parcels 
in town are split into more than one 
land-use zone, which can cause con¬ 
fusion. The latest controversy in town 
zoning has been how to regulate solar 
farms. He said he has tried to remain 
neutral, as he will ultimately be the 
enforcement officer. He believes that 
zoning regulations protect neighbor¬ 
hoods, so it is particularly important 
to have ruled clearly stated. 

Wight says he does about 1,000 in¬ 
spections per year, putting his knowl¬ 
edge of codes to work for the town. 

Part of a regular series of profiles 
on the various heads of town depart¬ 
ments in Agawam. 


NEWS & FEATURES 

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features 
for the Agawam Advertiser News, please email mballway® 
turley.com. 

- A TURLEY PUBLICATION - 

viram.turley.com 



Genesis ® Heritage Woods 

Open House 


Assisted & Senior Living 

Saturday, April 14th, 9:00am-l:00pm 



Heritage Woods cordially invites you to attend our Open House on 
April 14th. This is a great opportunity to learn what Assisted and 
Senior Living is all about, gather some materials to take with you, and 
see the different apartment options. 


If this day is not convenient feel free to schedule a tour by calling 


413-789-8332 or email: 

nicole.wallace@genesishcc.com 


462 Main Street 
Agawam, MA 01001 



SHARE YOUR NEWS 
41 3 - 780-7747 
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COMPETITIVE PRICING 

because we're a 
high volume print shop 

QUICK TURNAROUND 
AND DELIVERY 


DESIGN EXPERTISE 

because we have 12 in-house 
experienced graphic artists 

UNLIMITED OPTIONS 

for BUSINESS S PERSONAL needs 


your searcn 

for vmm 

signs and banners 

is over! 


any width... 
and up to 5 feet tall! 


CALL US TODAY 

508.792.0650 

or email us at signs@surabianadvertising.com 


SURABIAN ADVERTISING IS A DIVISION OF TURLEY PUBLICATIONS. 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER FOR 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS READERS 


% 


OFF 


YOUR FIRST OROER 

GOOD TIL APRIL 6,2018. 

I Excludes shipping, sales tax and design services. 


Weekly lawn service starting at $30 

$50 OFF SPRING CLEANING WITH THIS AD 

(Must Purchase Yearly Lawn Contract) 

Free Estimates 

^ Anthony Ellas 413-626-1815 

V._I_^ 


Local students in Ibsen play 


Hanging at the library 


HOLYOKE — Three Agawam residents 
will take the stage in Holyoke from April 
19-21. Carina Savoie of Agawam, Dan 
Ireland of Feeding Hills and Michael Bar- 
boza-McLean of Feeding Hills have roles 
in the Holyoke Community College pro¬ 
duction of Henrik Isben’s classic play “An 
Enemy of the People.” 

“It’s a play about questioning truth, 
about the nature of truth, about com¬ 
merce versus the environment and who 
wins out,” said HCC adjunct theater in¬ 
structor Tom Geha, the director. 

Ireland plays Peter Stockmann, mayor 
of a town on the southern coast of Nor¬ 
way whose tourist economy is threatened 
when the doctor — his brother, in the 
original version; his brother’s wife, in the 
HCC production — finds that the water in 
the town’s therapeutic baths is contami¬ 
nated. 

Barboza-McLean will play Horster, a 
resident of the town. Savoie plays Petra 
Stockmann, a feisty schoolteacher who is 
the doctor’s daughter. In Ibsen’s original, 
hers is the only female cast member. Geha 
said he found the play too “man heavy” 


and recast a couple other roles, such as 
the doctor, as women. 

“When we read it for the first time 
with all the actors it was like a eureka mo¬ 
ment,” Geha said. “It’s almost like it was 
written for a woman. The lines are just 
amazing because the town is gaslight¬ 
ing her and telling her she’s crazy, doing 
a lot of explaining to her, making fun of 
her discoveries as a doctor, making fun of 
science. It just goes in so many directions 
because she’s a woman, and it works.” 

While other recent productions of the 
play have updated the setting to modern 
times, like 21st-century Flint, Mich., Geha 
kept the setting close to the original text. 
He did make the adjustment from 1870s 
to 1890s to account for the decade when 
Norway had its first female doctor. 

“An Enemy of the People” will be per¬ 
formed at 7:30 p.m. Thursday to Saturday, 
April 19, 20 and 21, and at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
April 21. Tickets are $10 for general admis¬ 
sion, $8 for students and seniors, $5 for the 
HCC community All performances are 
in the Leslie Phillips Theater on the HCC 
campus, 303 Homestead Ave., Holyoke. 


Student artwork 
was on display 
at the Agawam 
Public Library last 
month. The library 
entrance gallery 
featured works by 
students at Aga¬ 
wam High School, 
Agawam Junior 
High School and 
Doering School. 
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL J. 
BALLWAY 


AHS COUNSELING BULLETIN 


and Got Skills? Camp is for middle 
school students where campers can 
choose from different activities daily 
to design their own camp experi¬ 
ence. For more information, contact 
youthprograms@gallaudet.edu. 

Special interest programs 

New England high school stu¬ 
dents will have the chance to learn 
3D printing, construct virtual realities, 
design artificial intelligence-driven 
social media platforms, and learn 
from leading professionals in the 
tech industry at MetroHacks III, a 
24-hour high school coding event. 
It’s free and open to all high school 
aged students interested in technol¬ 
ogy. Visit metrohacks.org for more 
information. 

Holyoke Community College will 
present A Student’s Perspective: An 
Open House for Students on the 
Autism Spectrum on Thursday, April 
27, from 3 to 6 p.m. The event will 
be held in the Leslie Phillips The¬ 
atre. RSVP by April 20 at hcc.edu/ 
SASopenhouse. 

“An Artistic Discovery” is the an¬ 
nual nationwide Congressional High 
School Art Competition, sponsored 
by the Congressional Arts Caucus 
and coordinated by members of the 
United States House of Representa¬ 
tives in their districts. The winning 
entry from each participating dis¬ 
trict will be exhibited for a year in 
a remarkable display in a hallway of 
the United States Capitol in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. Interested students can 
obtain information and the entry 
form from Congressman Richard 
Neal’s website, neal.house.gov. All 
art submissions must be received 


by Thursday, April 14. The art will 
be on display forjudging and public 
view from Tuesday, April 20, through 
Friday, April 30, at Tower Square in 
Springfield. The winning entry will 
then become part of the national 
display at the U.S. Capitol Building 
in Washington, D.C. 

Women of Distinction at Smith 
College for high school seniors 
highlights the opportunities at Smith 
for African American, Latina, Asian 
American, and Native American stu¬ 
dents. The dates of the program are 
Oct. 19-21. Admission is competitive. 
Applications will be available on May 
1, and are due on June 15. More in¬ 
formation is available at smith.edu/ 
women-distinction-program. 

The University of New Hampshire 
invites rising seniors considering a 
career in the industry of hospitality 
management to participate in a one- 
week residential hospitality man¬ 
agement program from July 15-21. 
Students will be able to experience 
the excitement of college life and 
take college courses with renowned 
hospitality management faculty. The 
tuition for the program is $500. For 
full details, visit paulcollege.unh. 
edu/departments/hospitality-man- 
agement/summer-program. 

Springfield Technical Community 
College and Holyoke Community Col¬ 
lege are again offering the chance for 
current juniors and seniors to take up 
to one free course in each semester 
through the College Now program. 
This is a great way to earn college 
credits while in high school while 
trying courses that may be helpful in 
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Principal cast members in “An Enemy of the People” include, from left, Hannah Lebreche, Louis 
Burgos, Alma Huremovic, Carina Savoie of Agawam and Dan Ireland of Feeding Hills. SUBMITTED 
PHOTO 


College/University 
information opportunities 

Gallaudet University Youth Pro¬ 
grams offers camps for deaf and 
hard of hearing students that are 
designed to provide stimulating 
summer learning and experien¬ 
tial opportunities. These camps 
blend excitement, education, and 
enjoyment in a bilingual environ¬ 
ment rich in cultural diversity. Four 
popular camps (Bison Brainiacs, 
Blackbox Theatre, Discover Your 
Future, and Immerse into ASL) are 
offered for high school students. 
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Bible ‘camp’ planned next week 


Vote for AHS 
teens in PSA 
national finals 

Agawam High School seniors Jake 
Wieners and Joe Johnston were among 
students from across the country chosen 
in the top 10 in the TeenDriver365 Video 
Challenge sponsored by Toyota and Dis¬ 
covery Education. 

In its sixth year, the challenge invites 
teens to submit an original 30- to 60-second 
public service announcement for students 
in grades 9 through 12 about safe driving 
habits. Wieners and Johnston submitted a 
video titled, “Don’t Blind Yourself.” 

Voting runs through April 24; voters can 
vote once per day during that time. The win¬ 
ners of the video challenge have an opportu¬ 
nity to win a $5,000 scholarship. Votes can 
be cast at TeenDrive265InSchool.com/vote. 

Wieners was awarded last year for writ¬ 
ing, directing and producing a 60-second 
video public service announcement about 
drunk driving, called “More Than Yourself.” 
The video won a March 2017 contest con¬ 
ducted by the district attorney. 



Jake Wieners stands with District Attorney An¬ 
thony Guiiuni after being awarded for producing 
a drunk driving video pubiic service announce¬ 
ment iast year. He and feiiow Agawam High 
Schooi student Joe Johnston are in the running 
for a nationai award this year. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Agawam Congregation Church will 
host a mini Vacation Bible School during 
the week of spring vacation. 

The theme is “Camp out! Getting 
S’More of Jesus,” and will take place 
Wednesday through Friday, April 18 to 
20, from 9 a.m. to noon. Kids will have 
the opportunity to laugh, learn and grow 


The Hampden County Improvement 
League is awarding scholarships in the 
amount of up to $1,000 to high school 
seniors who meet certain criteria. The 
applications are available at area high 
schools and are due by June 1. 

Recipients must be a resident of Hamp¬ 
den County for at least two years, be a good 
student and must show current or previous 
involvement in 4-H, an agricultural endeav¬ 
or or be a member of a farm family. 


their faith through games, crafts, wor¬ 
ship, snacks and Bible exploration. This 
is a free event open to children preschool 
age and up. 

Registration is available online at ti- 
nyurl.com/ACCsmoreVBS. For more in¬ 
formation, call 413-786-7111. 

The church is at 745 Main St., Agawam. 


The Hampden County Improvement 
League was established in 1913 to pro¬ 
mote agriculture and farm family life 
in Hampden County. Scholarships are 
awarded annually in the amount of up to 
$1,000 each. The recipient will continue 
to receive the award throughout his/her 
post-secondary education. 

For more information, call 413-786- 
1432 (Sue Wright) or 413-575-1759 (Mary- 
ellen Sullivan). 


SHARE YOUR NEWS: 413-780-7747 


Farm league scholarships available 
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exploring a potential career interest. 
See your counselor for details. 

Scholarship information 

Students should see their coun¬ 
selor or visit the websites for more 
information or an application: 
Technology Addiction Awareness 
Scholarship; Naval Reserve Officers 
Training Corps; Big Y Scholarship; 
Charitable and Educational Trust 
of the Grand Lodge of Massachu¬ 
setts Order Sons of Italy in America; 
Yawkey Scholars Program; the Red 
Pine Scholarship; College Club of 
Springfield; West of the River Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce Scholarship; Re- 
bekah Assembly of Massachusetts; 
Mark Bavis Leadership Foundation; 
the Charles H. Heyl Vocational/Tech¬ 
nical Scholarship/Grant; Stephen 
Phillips Memorial Scholarship Fund’s 
Western Massachusetts Scholarship 
Program American College Founda¬ 
tion; Pioneer Valley Chapter of the 
Massachusetts Credit Unions; Wal¬ 
ter S. Barr Scholarship; William R. 
Rooney Scholarship; Horace Smith 
Fund Scholarship; Berkshire Bank 
Scholarship; Springfield Garden 
Club; Holyoke Community College 
Foundation; Professional Women in 
Construction Conn. Chapter; Italian 
Cultural Center of Western Massa¬ 
chusetts; Agawam Democratic Town 
Committee Award; Agawam Soccer 
Association; Agawam Soccer Asso¬ 
ciation Sullivan Family Scholarship; 
Arthur J. Leary Scholarship; Aga¬ 
wam Soccer Association Christopher 
Knight Scholarship; Agawam Soccer 
Association; Rich Parolo Scholar¬ 
ship; Ray and Reita McCarroll Me¬ 
morial Scholarship; Agawam Golden 
Agers Club; Andrew Gallano Schol¬ 
arship for the Arts; Agawam High 
School PTSC STRIVE Scholarships; 
William J. Miller Scholarship; Aga¬ 
wam Education Association 25 Week 
Club Scholarship; Andy Pac Memo¬ 
rial Scholarship; Agawam Youth 
Football Scholarship; Holyoke Credit 
Union Scholarship Program; R. Ken¬ 
neth Grady Memorial Scholarship; 
AHS Class of 1947 Scholarship; 
Agawam Junior High PTC Scholar¬ 
ship; American College Foundation 
Visionary Scholarship; Six Flags New 
England Scholarships; the Advertis¬ 
ing Club of Western Massachusetts; 
Advertising Club of Western Massa¬ 
chusetts; Agawam Municipal Schol¬ 
arship; James Clark School PTC 
Scholarship; Community Foundation 
of Western Mass.; Agawam Garden 
Club; Valley Press Club; Agawam 
Lioness Club Eileen Egan Teaching 
Scholarship; Agawam Lioness Club 
Medical Field Scholarship; Faolin 


Pierce Scholarship; Barbara Skol- 
nick Scholarship(s); GFWC Agawam 
Junior Women’s Club 2018 Schol¬ 
arship; Mouneimneh Future Teacher 
Scholarship; Pascal A. Deliso Schol¬ 
arship; Agawam Lions Club; Aga¬ 
wam Little League Memorial Schol¬ 
arship; Donald J. Charest Memorial 
Scholarship; Kiwanis Club of West 
Springfield/Agawam; Jewish Endow¬ 
ment Foundation; Emily K. Dushane 
Memorial Foundation Scholarship; 
DJJ Foundation Scholarship; Mat¬ 
thews Mass. Memorial Fund Scholar¬ 
ship; AHS Class of 1980 Scholarship; 
Future Medical Career Club Schol¬ 
arship; William B. Menard Memorial 
Scholarship; Junior League of Greater 
Springfield; The Kulundrux Founda¬ 
tion (Kyle J. W. Hendricks Scholarship 
Fund); I Found Light Against All Cdds 
scholarship; Insurance Center of New 
England Scholarship; Rovithis Realty 
Scholarship; Agawam High School 
Band Parents Association Scholar¬ 
ship; Horatio Alger Association Career 
& Technical Scholarship. 


BUY DIRECT 


USDAINSP. FRESH 

ASSORTED 
PORK CHOPS 

USDA FRESH 

PORK 

SPARE RIBS TWIN PACK 

USDA INSP. FRESH 

PORK SIRLOIN 
CUTLETS 

USDA INSP SLICED 

CORNED BEEF 
Why Shop 90 Meat? 

• Buy Direct and Save - No Middle Man 

• Custom Cut? No Problem! 

• QUALITY-Only The Best for You! 

SALE DATES: 4/12/18 - 4/18/18 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 



AND SAVE $$$ 


USDA INSP. GROUND FRESH DAILY 

90% DIET LEAN 

GROUND BEEF 5 LB BAG. ^3®® 

USDA FRESH 

CHICKEN WINGS $479 

WHOLE 10 LB BAG. n Z 

USDA FROZEN 

WHOLE 

CHICKEN. 59fb 

USDA INSP. FROZEN 

UNO’S ULTIMATE 
PEPPERONI PIZZA 44 oz. *4” 


90 Meat Outlet 


We reserve the right to 
limit quantities. 


90 Avocado St., Springfield 737-1288 www.90meat.com 



Regions #1 Mortgage Lender 

S^PeoplesBank 

bankatpeoples.com/consultant 413.538.9500 
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Pre-Qualify for confidence 


A PeoplesBank pre-qualification letter makes 
your homebuying offer stronger 

• Know how much house you can afford - no surprises 

• Sellers prefer our pre-qualification letter - strengthen your offer 

• Not all pre-qualifications are equal - ask us why ours is better! 

• Already have a pre-qualification ?... get a second opinion 
and let your offer stand out 


Member FDIC 
Member DIF 


PeoplesBank - Best Mortgage Lender 
6 years in a row 


* Warren Report June 2017. 
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GIRLS LACROSSE 

Amid routs, Agawam focused on frontrunners 




Blowouts are nice, 
but team’s goal is to 
unseat league leaders 

By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley.com 

In four games this season, 
the Agawam High School girls 
lacrosse team has scored a min¬ 
imum of 14 goals, and have al¬ 
lowed a maximum of four goals in 
a game. 

Granted, they have not played 
Longmeadow or Minnechaug yet, 
perennial powerhouses, but the 
Brownies’ offense is doing what it 
has done for many years. 

Staying focused and intense 
for 50 minutes of lacrosse is the 
main key as the Brownies prepare 
for a team like Longmeadow. 

Last Wednesday evening, the 
Agawam took a 7-0 lead early in 
the first half against West Spring- 
field. Agawam would eventually 
win 17-4. 

While that may seem like a rout 


and a great win for the Brownies, 
Coach Carla Lemah-Warner said 
she is looking for her players to 
maintain their intensity through¬ 
out the entire game, regardless of 
the score. 

“I want the players to be play¬ 
ing like the other side is Long¬ 
meadow every single time,” said 
Lemah-Warner. “We have to be 


ready for that team.” 

Agawam has been a perennial 
playoff contender in its own right, 
including an appearance in the 
Western Mass, finals. But Long¬ 
meadow has established a dynas¬ 
ty in the sport and no team has 
gotten past the Lancers in years. 

Lemah-Warner said each 
game allows the Brownies to try 


some different plays, and dif¬ 
ferent approaches, but once up 
by six to 10 goals, it can become 
difficult for any player to remain 
as intense, especially as that oth¬ 
er team gives up, and inserts its 
bench in a blowout. 

The Brownies do keep scoring, 
though, and in just four games, 
have managed 66 goals in that 


span, an average of more than 16 
goals per game. 

That average will likely go 
down after Agawam has its first 
matchup against Longmeadow 
on April 12, but Agawam looks to 
keep up that pace as it continues 
with its schedule next week, play- 
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BOYS VOLLEYBALL 


SOFTBALL 


I 



Joe Hendrickson goes high for the spike during Monday’s game against Chicopee Comp. 


Brownies sweep past rival Colts 



Roman Yukhimets makes a serve for the Brownies. 



Shaun Mateus makes a biock to keep the baii in 
piay. PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


Agawam boys volleyball improved to 3-1 
with a defeat of visiting Chicopee Comprehen¬ 
sive High School on Monday evening. 

Agawam swept three sets from the Colts, a 
rarity in the rivalry between the two schools. 
After winning 25-16 in the opening set, the 
Brownies took a huge 11-2 lead in the second 


set. After that, Agawam won 14 of the next 17 
plays for a 25-5 drubbing. Agawam finished off 
the match 25-19 in the third set. Ben Yovenko 
had nine kills, two aces, and seven digs to lead 
the team. Justin Lingenberg had 23 assists and 
two blocks. Joe Hendrickson registered seven 
kills. Roman Yukimets had three aces. 



1 St win 
for Ross 
a league 
shutout 

By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley.com 

The Agawam High School 
softball team looked like a 
much different team when it 
had its first league matchup 
against Westfield High School 
on Monday afternoon. 

Freshman pitcher Sarah Ross 
picked up the first shutout of her 
young career as the Brownies 
defeated Westfield 5-0. 

Ross is the newest pitcher 
to join the ranks of Agawam’s 
elite pitchers, which date back 
many years and include names 
like Jess Colson, Danielle Cir- 
costa and Allison Wheeler. All 
three would have appearances 
in a Western Massachusetts Di¬ 
vision 1 final, with Circosta and 
Wheeler both winning titles. 
Wheeler had three in four years. 

Ross, like Wheeler and Cir¬ 
costa, made the varsity team 
as a freshman and was imme¬ 
diately put in the limelight in 
the pitcher’s circle. 

Her debut did not go well, 
as the Brownies’ defense let her 
down in a loss to Wahconah. 

But her second game was 
a completely different story 
as the Brownies shook off the 
rust, and got a full week of 
practice in, thanks to weather 
rainouts cancelling games. 

Ross threw a four-hitter, 

SOFTBALL I page 12 
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BICYCLE RACING 

Local BMX 

WESTFIELD — The coming of 
spring means BMX racing season is 
about to begin. 

Whip City BMX has been a con¬ 
stant home for the sport in Western 
Massachusetts for more than three 
decades. The track, at the Westfield 
Fairgrounds on Russellville Road, op¬ 
erates under the sanction of the USA 
BMX national organization. 

New riders are always welcome, 
and all ages are encouraged to par¬ 
ticipate — BMX is a sport where 
the whole family can join in on the 
fun. Whip City has male and female 
racers from as young as age 3 to as 


races start 

old as 83. To try out the sport, riders 
only need a bicycle, full-faced hel¬ 
met, closed-toe shoes, and a long- 
sleeve shirt and long pants. USA 
BMX offers one-day trial member¬ 
ships to those who have never raced 
before for just $1, plus the race fee 
for the day. A full one-year member¬ 
ship costs $60 per person, with fam¬ 
ily discounts available. 

Whip City BMX races on almost 
every Friday night from May through 
the beginning of October. This year’s 
action starts Friday, May 4. Registra¬ 
tion for each event starts at 5:30 p.m. 
and new memberships can be oh- 


next month 

tained during that time. Registration 
closes promptly at 7 p.m. so that races 
can be posted and begin by 8 p.m. 

For the sixth consecutive season. 
Whip City BMX will be hosting the 
Massachusetts state championship 
on Saturday, Sept. 1. The track will 
also feature other Saturday and Sun¬ 
day races such as the Race for Life 
charity event for the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society, a state qualifier, 
and a special event during the annual 
Westfield Fair. 

For the full 2018 schedule, search 
for “Whip City BMX” on Facebook. 
com. 


OVER-30 BASEBALL 

Tryouts to be held next week for Valley Wheel 


The Valley Wheel Over-30 Base¬ 
ball League continues to look for new 
players, with tryouts happening on 
April 15 and 22. There are several open 
roster spots in the league. 

The league plays 15 regular-season 


games, with games being held mostly 
on Sundays with a couple of weekday 
games thrown in the mix. The league 
is built on camaraderie, fair play, and 
having a good time with friends. 

For information on trying out, vis¬ 


it www.valleywheelbaseball.com. The 
rules of the league and new player 
forms can be found on that site. For fur¬ 
ther information, contact the league’s 
commissioner, Jim Nason, at wheell2@ 
comcast.net or 413-433-4308. 




Izzy Liquori slings a shot on goal during iast week’s iacrosse game against West Spring- 
fieid. PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


Nina Liquori iooks over for an open 
teammate. 
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The Week Ahead 


Baseball 

Friday, April 13 

Away 

Minnechaug 4 p.m. 

Monday, April 16 

Away 

West Springfield 4 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 18 

Away 

Westfield 4 p.m. 

Boys Lacrosse 

Thursday, April 12 

Home 

Chicopee Comprehensive 4 p.m. 

Saturday, April 14 

Away 

Wahconah 3:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 17 

Home 

East Longmeadow 4 p.m. 

Girls Lacrosse 

Thursday, April 12 

Home 

Longmeadow 4 p.m. 

Monday, April 16 

Away 

South Hadley 4 p.m. 

Softball 

Friday, April 13 

Home 

Pittsfield 4 p.m. 

Monday, April 16 

Home 

Longmeadow 4 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 18 

Away 

West Springfield 4 p.m. 

Boys Track 

Thursday, April 12 

Away 

Amherst 4 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 17 

Away 

Central 11 a.m. 

Girls Track 

Wednesday, April 18 

Home 

Northampton 3 p.m. 

Boys Tennis 

Friday, April 13 

Home 

Longmeadow 4 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 17 

Home 

West Springfield 4 p.m. 

Giris Tennis 

Thursday, April 12 

Home 

Chicopee 4 p.m. 

Monday, April 16 

Home 

South Hadley 4 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 18 

Away 

Westfield 4 p.m. 

Boys Voiieybaii 

Friday, April 13 

Away 

Minnechaug 5 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 17 

Away 

Athol 5 p.m. 


OVER-30 BASEBALL 

Roster spots still open 
in Quabbin League 

The Quabbin Valley Over-30 Baseball League is still 
seeking new players for the 2018 season. The league 
now has eight teams and is looking for additional play¬ 
ers to fill out full-time spots on its rosters. 

Players who are 29 and turning 30 during the 2018 
calendar year are eligible. The season is 15 regular sea¬ 
son games plus at least one playoff game. Games are nine 
innings and metal (BBCOR -3) or wood bats are allowed. 
Fields locations are throughout Western Massachusetts. 

For more information on the league, or to register, 
visit www.qvotb.com. Registration should be complet¬ 
ed as soon as possible, as the season is set to begin Sun¬ 
day, April 29. 



ing South Hadley, Wahconah, and later a re¬ 
match against West Springfield 

Last season, the Brownies would play Long- 
meadow twice, and probably played some of 
their best games against the Lancers in several 
years. The one positive was Agawam keeping 
Longmeadow off the scoreboard as much. Usu¬ 
ally, Longmeadow was good for putting up 15 
goals or more in those matchups. 

Last year, Longmeadow only won games 
of 9-4 and 11-6, meaning Agawam was in 
both matchups. 

The Brownies were looking for a third 
match against the Lancers in the tourna¬ 
ment, but fell in the quarterfinals against 
Algonquin. 

This year, Izzy Liquori and Emily Oliver 
are hoping to anchor Agawam’s offense. Both 
scored six goals in the 17-4 win over West 
Springfield. McKenzie Lyne added two goals. 


Caitlin Normoyle runs into the offensive end for the 
Brownies. 


SOFTBALL l from page 10 

and her defense did an excellent job 
as they fielded 16 of her 21 outs. Ross 
only struck out five. In her debut, de¬ 
spite the loss, she struck out an im¬ 
pressive eight hitters. 

Agawam’s offense did enough to get 
her the win, especially with a three-run 
fourth inning to take a 4-0 lead. 

The defense was much improved 
from the first game, which saw the 
fielders make several throwing errors 


and mental mistakes. 

On offense, Nikki Bates had a huge 
day for the Brownies with a 2-for-3 
afternoon. She scored two runs. Mia 
Perella, Emily Fountain, Mackenzie 
Boyle and Gianna Boyle all registered 
hits. Natalie Pullen had an RBI hit. 
Mackenzie Boyle had an RBI double 
in the fifth inning. 

Ross’ only big trouble was in the 
third inning as the tying run made it 
to third base and the go-ahead run at 
first base. Ross would strike out the 
final hitter of the inning to end the 


threat, preserving the shutout. 

The win would help get Ross’ var¬ 
sity career on the right track, but 
Agawam was slated for challenging 
contests following that, with Min- 
nechaug on April 11, and then a 
home game against Pittsfield on Fri¬ 
day, April 13. 

Following that, Agawam will 
have two consecutive league games, 
taking on Longmeadow and West 
Springfield during the vacation 
week. All games are scheduled for 4 
p.m. starts. 



SEND US YOUR SPORTS PHOTOS 


Have you taken photos at a local sports event 
and want to see them published in this paper? 
Email your image(s) with description to: 

sports@turley.com 
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Out & About 


OUR CALENDAR SECTION is intended to promote free 
events, or those that directly affect a volunteer-driven or¬ 
ganization. Paid events that are not deemed benefits do 
not qualify. Non-charitable events that charge the public 
for profit are not allowed as we consider that paid adver¬ 
tising. The deadline to submit calendar items is Monday 
at noon. Send to the Agawam Advertiser News at aan@ 
turley.com, fax to 413-786-8457, or mail to Turley Pub¬ 
lications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. We usually 
print at least one week prior to an event. The listings 
should be brief with only time, date, location, activity ex¬ 
planation, and contact information. 

Friday, April 13 

MASS. CUARTER HORSE ASSOCIATION NOVICE/OPEN 
SHOW today through Sunday from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. in 
the Coliseum on the grounds of the Big E, 1305 Memo¬ 
rial Ave., West Springfield. Eree admission. 

Tuesday, April 17 

THE AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL is meeting at 7 p.m. 
at the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St., Agawam. 
The meeting is open to the public. There is no cost to 
join or serve. 


Saturday, April 21 

SPRING RUMMAGE AND BAKE SALE at Mittineague 
Congregational Church, 1840 Westfield St., West 
Springfield from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

THE SPRINGEIELD MUSEUMS WILL CELEBRATE AS¬ 
TRONOMY DAY from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m. with a variety 
of cosmic activities suitable for all ages. Events are free 
with museums admission; planetarium shows are $3 for 
adults, $2 for children ages 3-17, and free for members. 
Eor more information, visit Springfieldmuseums.org. 

Sunday, April 22 

ANNUAL LUNKER TROUT DERBY hosted by the Mawa- 
ga Sportsmen’s Club, 377 Adams St., Agawam from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. No license required, no limit on trout. $15 
donation accepted. Eor more information, visit mawa- 
gasportingclub.com. 

EARTH DAY EESTIVAL AT THE SPRINGEIELD MUSEUMS 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. offers a wide array of environmen¬ 
tal education exhibits, programs, and engaging activities. 
Eor more information, visit Springfieldmuseums.org. 

Monday, April 23 

“HCW SWEET IS TDD SWEET? UNDERSTANDING YDUR 


Agawam Senior Center 


Lunch Menu 

Monday, April 16: Patriots Day. Senior Center 
closed. 

Tuesday, April 17: Chicken cordon bleu, scalloped 
potatoes, broccoli, fresh oranges. 

Wednesday, April 18: Barbecue pulled pork on a 
roll, braised cabbage, mixed fruit. 

Thursday, April 19: Stuffed peppers, mashed pota¬ 
toes, carrots, baked good. 

Friday, April 20: Corn chowder, egg salad sand¬ 
wich, lettuce and tomato, peaches. 

Calendar of Events 

Monday, April 16: Patriots Day. Senior Center 
closed. 

Tuesday, April 17: 9 a.m., sewing class, open 
knitting group, exercise class with Sue Woods from 
YMCA; 9:45 a.m., exercise class with Sue Woods 
from YMCA; 10 a.m.. Computer Tech Club meets; 


DIABETES,” from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Agawam Senior 
Center, 954 Main St. will be presented by Dr. Anusah 
Sekhar, PharmD from the Southwick Pharmacy, Monday, 
April 23. To reserve a seat, call 413-821 -0605. 


noon, ladies only billiards, canasta; 12:30 p.m., 
movie, mah jongg; 1 p.m.. Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Health Care Dptions seminar, Mexican Train Game; 
4:30 p.m. yoga with Loretta; 6 p.m., beginner line 
dance. 

Wednesday, April 18: 8:15 a.m., weight training, 
yoga; 8:30 a.m.. Meet the Mayor (coffee shop); 9:45 
a.m.. Gentle Yoga; 11:15 a.m., tai chi; 12:30 p.m., 
bridge; 1 p.m., ballroom lessons. Scrabble; 1:30 
p.m.. Golden Agers Chapter 2 banquet; 4 p.m., ADA 
meeting; 5:30 p.m., Zumba Gold. 

Thursday, April 19: 9:30 a.m., quilting; 10:30 
a.m.. Reiki with Carlene; 12:15 p.m., bridge; 12:30 
p.m., Mexican Train Game; 1 p.m., pitch, open art; 
1:30 p.m., writing group; 2 p.m.. Melody Band prac¬ 
tice; 4 p.m., yoga with Loretta; 6:30 p.m., pitch. 
Friday, April 20: 8:15 a.m., yoga; 9:15 a.m.. Let’s 
Paint; noon, canasta; 1 p.m., pitch, cribbage; 4 p.m., 
card games; volunteer dinner (invitation only). 


at Mittineague Congregational Church, 1840 Westfield St., 
West Springfield. A special coin topic will be presented and 
discussed. Refreshments available. Guests welcome, 
more information, call Peter Setian at 413-596-9871. 


ONGOING 

AGAWAM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 459 Mill St., 
Agawam, offers a free “Crochet Club” the first and third 
Tuesday of each month from 6:30 to 8 p.m. All are in¬ 
vited to join, including men and women and beginners 
to experienced crocheters. Drop-ins welcome. Hooks 
and yarn available if needed. Eor more information, call 
413-786-7991. 

ADULT DROP-IN SIT & KNIT meets at the Agawam Public 
Library at 750 Cooper St. Tuesdays from 1 -3 p.m. Bring 
your sticks and join other knitters for creative time. No 
registration is required. 

GRANDPARENT’S PLAYGROUP Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. 
to 11 a.m., at St. David’s Church, 699 Springfield St., 
Eeeding Hills. This free infant and toddler playgroup fea¬ 
tures music and movement, fostering children’s interac¬ 
tions and sharing skills. Open to all grandparents and 
their grandchildren. Eollows school schedule. 

MOM 2 MOM takes place the second Tuesday of every 
month October through June, 9:30 to 11 a.m. at Aga¬ 
wam Congregational Church, 745 Main St. A round-ta- 
; ble discussion hosted by a local “veteran” mom, this is 
a great way to have further conversation on recent cafe 
themes and parent education events, celebrate parent¬ 
ing and receive encouragement for the trials. 


-Our Back Pages 

From yesteryear’s editions of the Agawam Advertiser 


Friday, May 4 

AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL’S APPLAUSE SERIES will 
feature the honky-tonk piano music of Gary Landgren, at 
the Agawam Senior Center, 954 Main St., Agawam, at 7 
p.m. Eree and open to the public. Sponsored by Stellate 
Brothers Landscape Contractors. 

Wednesday, May 9 

THE ELM-BELCHER MASONIC LODGE, 53 River St., 
Agawam offers an all-you-can-eat spaghetti supper at 
a cost of $8 for adults, $4 for children. The public is 
welcome. 

Friday, May 11 

AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL’S APPLAUSE SERIES 
continues with a concert by Banish Misfortune, who will 
present an evening of traditional Irish music at the Aga¬ 
wam Senior Center, 954 Main St., Agawam, at 7 p.m. 
Eree and open to the public. 

Sunday, May 20 

THE WEST SPRINGEIELD COIN CLUB will meet at 7 p.m. 


News, compiied by Ryan Schmitt. 

One year ago: In a 9-0 vote on April 18,2017, the 
City Council rejected the $5.28 million first of three 
phases in the proposed Walnut Street Extension 
streetscape plan. Councilors balked at the cost of the 
project, which would have been borne by taxpayers, 
and worried that the money would be wasted if the 
Games and Lanes property were not redeveloped in 
a manner compatible with the “downtown” vision. 
Others believed that a streetscape redesign would 
not have the promised rejuvenating effect on the 
business climate. 

Five years ago: In April 2013, sophomore William 
“Billy” Bessette collaborated with several other 
Agawam High School students to design and build 
a device to help people who struggle with a basic. 


everyday task. Each team “adopted” a senior part¬ 
ner, then identified and learned about a problem that 
seniors face so they could create an innovative solu¬ 
tion. Bessette and his team created a better way to 
put on socks after seeing how easily other sock aids 
broke and forced a person to bend at the hips. The 
team created the “Sockatron 9316,” which allowed 
users to comfortably put their socks on while either 
standing or sitting. 

Ten years ago: It was spring 2008 when a 1960 
MOO combat tank was parked at the World War I 
“Eagle” monument in front of the American Legion 
at 476 Springfield St. The effort was spearheaded 
by George Gillian of Eeeding Hills and took five years 
of tape with the Department of Defense, $15,000 of 
local fundraising and several local construction com¬ 
panies’ in-kind donations. The tank was originally 
from Eort Dix, N.J. 



Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD18P0586GD 
In the matter of: 
Celestino Morales 
Of: Agawam, MA 
RESPONDENT 
Alleged Incapacitated 
Person 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED 
PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 
To the named Respond¬ 
ent and all other interested 
persons, a petition has been 
filed by Katty Garcia of 
Chicopee, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging 
that Celestino Morales is 
in need of a Guardian and 
requesting that Katty Garcia 
of Chicopee, MA (or some 


other suitable person) be 
appointed as Guardian to 
serve Without Surety on the 
bond. 

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitat¬ 
ed, that the appointment of 
a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition 
is on file with this court and 
may contain a request for 
certain specific authority. 

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
a.m. on the return date of 
04/24/2018. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to 
file the written appearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ¬ 
ten appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 


notice to you. In addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The outcome of this pro¬ 
ceeding may limit or com¬ 
pletely take away the above- 
named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named per¬ 
son has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: March 27, 2018 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

4/12/18 


AGAWAM 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
FY’19 PROPOSED 
BUDGET 

Agawam - According 
to the provisions of 
Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 71, Section 38N, 
copies of the proposed school 
department budget shall be 
available to the public 48 
hours prior to the posted pub¬ 
lic hearing, which is sched¬ 
uled for April 24, 2018, at 
6:30 p.m. in the Roberta 
G. Doering School audito¬ 
rium. There will be copies 
of the proposed budget avail¬ 
able in the Superintendent’s 
office located at the Agawam 
Junior High School, at the 
Town Clerk’s office in the 
Agawam Town Hall locat¬ 
ed at 68 Main Street, and at 
the Agawam Public Library 
located at 750 Cooper Street. 
4/12,4/19/18 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD18C0040CA 
In the matter of: 
Quinn Ivan Rainville 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME 
To all persons interested 
in petition described: 

A petition has been 
presented by Brittany A 
Rainville requesting that: 
Quinn Ivan Rainville be 
allowed to change his/her/ 
their name as follows: 

Quinn Ivan Rivera 
If you desire to object 
thereto, you or your attor¬ 
ney must file a written 
appearance in said Court 
at: Springfield on or before 
ten o’clock in the morning 
(10:00 a.m.) on: 04/27/2018 
WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland,, First 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis¬ 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, speiling). 

Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 

Thank you. 


Justice of this Court. 

Date: April 3,2018 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

4/12/18 


WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

PUBLIC NOTICES 

ARE NOW ONLINE 

1 Email all Access archives and Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 

notices to / digital tear sheets by public notice web site to search all notices in 

notices@turley.com x j newspaper title. Massachusetts newspapers. 

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.pubiicnotices.turiey.com 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices^ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub¬ 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 
413-283-8393x216. 

Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly 
newspapers throughout Western Massachusetts. 

Visit www.turley.com for more information. 
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Classifieds 


14 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 




Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


FOR SALE 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 

- Restored with new woven seats - 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 

(413)267-9680 


RADIOS. ESTATE SALE OF ra¬ 
dio collection, parts, test equipment, 
books, manuals. Large quantity. 1009 
Central St., Palmer. Saturdays 12-5. 
Preview through windows any time. 


AUCTIONS 


WINTERGARDEN ANTIQUES 
and COLLECTIBLES AUCTION 
Saturday, April 14, 2018 
10am 

Quaboag Country Club 
Palmer Rd., Rt. 32, Monson, MA 

Preview Hours: Friday, April 
13th, 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM Satur¬ 
day, April 14th, 9:00 AM to 10:00 
AM 

A wonderful array of Antiques in¬ 
cluding Primitives, Furniture from 
19th and 20th Century, Iron Gates, 
Art Glass and Paperweights, Art 
Pottery, Sterling Silver, Vintage Tele¬ 
phones, Antique Pool Table Acces¬ 
sories, WWii Military Clothing and 
more, Pachinko Machine from Ja¬ 
pan, A huge Man Cave Collection, 
Estate Jewelry including Gold-Sil¬ 
ver & Costume, Artwork & Prints, 
Linens, Quilts, Baskets, and much, 
much more! Over 300 lots! Keep 
watching as we update photos right 
up to Auction! Auctioneer: Frank G. 
Kapsia, Mass Lie. #1660. Visit our 
webpage www.wintergardenauc- 
tion.com See Auctionzip #8223. 


FIREWOOD 

FIREWOOD 

Fresh cut & split $150.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol¬ 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


FOR SALE 


FIREWOOD 

!!!! FRESH CUT FIREWOOD!!!! 

Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 

(413)348-4326. 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 

sale. 7-8 cords delivered. $700.00 
delivered locally. Pricing subject to 
change. Place your order today. We 
also purchase standing timber. 1-800- 
373-4500. www.woodbundles.com 


PARTIALLY SEASONED OAK & 

Hardwood. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 
(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 


HAY FOR SALE 

RYE STRAW, 1st & 2nd cut hay. Ex¬ 
cellent quality. Westview Farms 413- 
246-1721 413-245-1055. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to¬ 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga¬ 
tion. CALL 1 -800-417-0524 


COMCAST HI-SPEED INTER¬ 
NET $39.99/mo. (for 12 mos.) No term 
agreement. Fast Downloads! PLUS 
Ask About our Triple Play (TV- Voice- 
Internet) for $89.99/mo. (lock in 2 yrs.!) 
CALL 1-844-835-5117 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM¬ 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate¬ 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 

1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


FOR SALE 


INVENTORS- FREE INFOR¬ 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start¬ 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


LUNG CANCER? 60 Years Old? If 
so, you and your family may be entitled 
to a significant cash award. Call 800- 
364-0517 to learn more. No risk. No 
money out of pocket. 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE¬ 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro¬ 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY¬ 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv¬ 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-800-732-0442 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser¬ 
vice or business to 1.7 million house¬ 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds@turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


SAFE STEP WALK-IN TUB #1 

Selling Walk-in tub in No. America. 
BBB Accredited. Arthritis Foundation 
Commendation. Therapeutic Jets. 
MicroSoothe Air Therapy System. 
Less that 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. 
Anti-Slip Floors. American Made. Call 
855-400-0439 for up to $1500. Off. 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 


FOR SALE 


SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, 

Internet & Voice for $29.99/ea. 60 MB 
per second speed. No contract or com¬ 
mitment. We buy your existing contract 
up to $500.! 1-844-592-9018 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 

STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-286-0854 


TAG SALE 

50 RED FOX DRIVE Feeding Hills, 
Fri/ Sat April 13-14, 9am-4pm. Furni¬ 
ture, household goods and tools. 


WANTED 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want¬ 
ed. Planes, chisels, saws, levels, etc. 
Call Ken (413)433-2195. Keep your 
vintage tools working and get MONEY. 


WWI, WWII MILITARY items. 
American, German, Japanese, med¬ 
als, swords, uniforms, patches, hel¬ 
mets, photos, manuals, flight jackets, 
knives, boyonets. (413)885-2889 


WANTED TO BUY 

WANTED- COSTUME JEWELRY, 

gold and silver, furs. Please call for 
more information or text (413)512- 
3714 


SERVICES 



*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap¬ 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


SERVICES 



A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 

accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, base¬ 
ments, demo services 
10% disc, with this ad. 

All Major CC’s 

CALL NOW (413)531-1936 

acallwehaul@gmail.com 


ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS Clean¬ 
ings, inspections, repairs, caps, liners, 
waterproofing, rebuilds. Gutterbrush 
installations. Local family owned some 
1986. HIC #118355. Fully insured. 
(413)547-8500 


ADAM QUENNEVILLE ROOF¬ 
ING, SIDING, WINDOWS- Shin¬ 
gle, Flat and Metal Roofs, Slate Roof 
Repairs, Roof and Siding Shampoo 
Service, Gutter Covers, porches. Life¬ 
time Vinyl Siding, Windows, Skylights 
& Sun Tunnels. Call (413)536-5955 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 

Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S ODD JOB 
SERVICE Rubbish removal, attics, 
cellars, garages cleaned. Light moving. 
Gutters Cleaned. Call someone you 
know (413)537-5090 



SERVICES 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish¬ 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class¬ 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)267-9680 for esti¬ 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas¬ 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 

(413)563-0487 


HANDYMAN SERVICES 

One call does it all 
Remodeling, 

Roof Repairs, 
Excavating 

Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Reasonable rates 
Credit Card Accepted 
www.rlhenterprises.net 

(413)668-6685. 


HANDYMAN SERVICES No job 

too small. Belchertown areas. Call 

(413)323-7669. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lie #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


PLUMBER - LICENSED AND 

experienced. Fair prices. Small 
jobs wanted. Lie. #19243. Call Ron 

(413)323-5897, (413)345-1602. 


SUNRISE HOME REPAIRS Spring 
Clean-ups, gutter cleaning, carpen¬ 
try, painting, property maintenance, 
after storm/tree cleanups. Small jobs 
welcome. Free estimates. (413)883- 
9033. 



WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR¬ 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur¬ 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 

DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 

COLEMAN APPLIANCE SER¬ 
VICE Servicing all makes and mod¬ 
els of washers, dryers, refrigerators, 
stoves, dishwashers, air conditioners. 
Also dryer vent cleaning. (413)536- 
0034 


CHILD SERVICES 

*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li¬ 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 

LIBERTY MAID SERVICE Save 
time while adding a little luxury to your 
life. Affordable. Reliable. High quality. 
Personalized/ always have the same 
person who you can trust! Residential 
and/or business cleaning. Debra 413- 
592-4925 


COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 

frustrating or frightening. I’ll come to 
you. Upgrades, troubleshooting, set¬ 
up, tutoring. Other electronics too. Call 
Monique (413)237-1035 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN - FRIDAY AT NOON 
or call toll free: 800-824-6548 HILLTOWNS - MONDAY AT NOON 


CATEGORY: 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

on Base Price 

$26.00 

21 Base Price 

$26.50 

22 Base Price 

$27.00 

23 Base Price 

$27.50 

24 Base Price 

$28.00 

25 Base Price 

$28.50 

26 Base Price 

$29.00 

27 Base Price 

$29.50 

28 Base Price 

$30.00 

29 Base Price 

$30.50 

30 Base Price 

$31.00 

31 Base Price 

$31.50 

32 Base Price 

$32.00 

33 Base Price 

$32.50 

34 Base Price 

$33.00 

35 Base Price 

$33.50 

36 Base Price 

$34.00 

37 Base Price 

$34.50 

38 Base Price 

$35.00 

39 Base Price 

$35.50 

40 Base Price 

$36.00 


Name:. 


Address: . 
Town:_ 


Phone: 


. State:_ 


Zip: 


Number of Weeks:_X per week rate = $_ 

Credit Card: □ MasterCard □ VISA □ Discover □ Cash □ Check# _ 

Card #:_Exp. Date_CVV 


Amount of charge: 


Date: 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 



Suburban 

Residential 

Circulation: 

59,000 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50$ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 
X Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 



M0.00 


^5.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s); 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


BUY 

LOCALLY 

iuf)|3oM; ou)i cowwoMi^ 
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Classifieds 


14 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 




Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


SERVICES 


ELECTRICIAN 

BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 

service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti¬ 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lie. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 

#E16303 Free estimates. Senior Dis¬ 
counts. Insured. 40 years experience. 
No job too small. Cell (413)330- 
3682 


MCKENNA GREEN ELECTRIC 

Lie #20161A Reasonable residential 
electrical services. 24 hour emergency 
service. Prompt service is our special¬ 
ty. (413)210-9140 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

MENARD GARAGE DOORS Au¬ 
thorized Raynor dealer specializing in 
the best quality and selection of insu¬ 
lated garage doors. Sales, Installation, 
service and repairs of residential and 
commercial garage doors and open¬ 
ers. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call 
(413)289-6550, (413)626-1978 
or www.menardgaragedoors.com 


HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 

Call for all your needs. Windows, sid¬ 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in¬ 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lie. #97110, HIC Lie #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 

Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc¬ 
es. Lie #086220. Please call Kevin 

(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 

for all your exterior home improve¬ 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT¬ 
TERS. Extensive references available. 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE¬ 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram¬ 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, additions. In¬ 
surance work. Fully insured. Free esti¬ 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


SERVICES 


HOUSE 

CLEANING 

HOUSE CLEANING 32 years ex¬ 
perience in house cleaning. Plenty 
of references. Please leave message 

413-544-3637 


INSTRUCTION 

NEW YEAR 
NEW CAREER!! 
TRUCK DRIVERS in 
VERY HIGH DEMAND 

A & B CDL CLASSES 
(413)592-1500 

UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


LANDSCAPING 

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Got overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Maintenance 
413-636-5957 


BOMBARD LANDSCAPING- land¬ 
scape construction. Complete land¬ 
scape maintenance, walls, patios, tree/ 
shrub installation/ removal. Mulch, 
stone, mowing, pruning and clean-ups. 
413-538-8721 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 

Weekly, bi-weekly mowing. Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, gutter cleaning. Total yard main¬ 
tenance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 
Aerating/ Dethatching 
Mulch/ Stone 

Senior Citizen/Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


JJ BARBEAU LANDSCAPING 
FAMILY RUN 

FULL LANDSCAPE DESIGN & 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
AFFORDABLE WEEKLY 
MOWINGS 

SPRING/ FALL CLEAN-UPS 
BOBCAT WORK 
FULLY INSURED 
JASON (413)330-7230 


PAROLO’S AFFORDABLE LAND¬ 
SCAPING Spring and Fall clean-up, 
mulch, mowing, and a whole lot mow¬ 
er. Free estimates. 413-273-2548 


SERVICES 



SPRING CLEANUPS, 
FERTILIZER PROGRAMS, 
DETHATCHING, 
WEEKLY/ BI-WEEKLY MOW¬ 
ING, 

RESIDENTIAL/ COMMER¬ 
CIAL, 

GUTTER CLEANING, 
INSURED AND LICENSED. 
FREE ESTIMATES 
(413)364-8090 
WWW.LJSUNLIMITEDLAN- 
SCAPING.COM 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio¬ 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow¬ 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 

(413)330-3917 


MASONRY 

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING All brick, block, 
stone, concrete. Hatchway doors, 
basement windows, chimneys rebuilt & 
repaired, foundations repaired, base¬ 
ment waterproofing systems, sump 
pumps. BBB+ rating. Free estimates. 
Lie #14790. Call (413)569-1611, 
(413)374-5377 


MASTER’S CONCRETE- all 

types of concrete floors, patios, drive¬ 
ways, walls, pools, sidewalks. Call 
(413)246-4538. Stamperete, also. 


PAINTING 

FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Since 1985. Interior/ Ex¬ 
terior. Call now. Free estimate. Com¬ 
mercial, Residential, new construction. 
Affordable carpentry, plaster, drywall 
restoration. Wallpaper removal. Insured. 
Owner operated, www.forbesandson- 
spainting.com 413-887-1987. 


KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES 

Residential interior painting/ 
staining, wallpaper removal. 

Sheetrock and plaster repairs. 

Popcorn ceiling removal and resurfac¬ 
ing, 

quality products and 
workmanship. Insured 
Free estimates 
BBB Member 
www.kenspainting.tech 
(413)896-8264 




SERVICES 


QUABBIN PAINTING Interior/Exte¬ 
rior Painting, repairs, house and deck 
powerwashing, deck staining, gutters 
cleaned. Prompt professional service. 
Fully insured. Call (413) 519-9952 


RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver¬ 
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323- 
6858. 


PAVING 

JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Driveways 
& Parking lots. Oil & stone. Choice of 
colors. Durable but yet inexpensive. 
Call 413-289-6033 


PLUMBING 

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lie #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace¬ 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
Lie. #J27222 

“New Year” 

“New Projects” 

Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 

(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 

EXPERIENCED ROOFER 

WORKS alone, quality work, licensed. 
Best prices for sheds, garages, and 
ranches. (413)786-7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 

types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 40 

years experience. Commercial, resi¬ 
dential. Insured. Shingles, single-ply 
systems. Tar/ gravel, slate repairs. 24 
hour Emergency Repairs. (413)348- 
9568, (413)204-4841. (413)536- 
3279 


TREE WORK 

ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


SERVICES 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every¬ 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


H & H TREE SERVICE Fully in¬ 
sured. 15 yrs experience climbing. 
Call Dave for additional services. 413- 
668-6560 day or night. 


AUTO 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED Top Dollar 
paid for your unwanted cars, trucks, 
vans, big and small, running or not. 
Call (413)534-5400 


PETS 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 

MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 

GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 

WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 

ORG 


HORSES 

HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 

offered year round at our state of the 
art facility, beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo¬ 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


HELP WANTED 


HAIRSYLIST WITH LICENSE Will 
train. Commission or $12 hourly. Busy 
salon. Do not need clientele. Tuesday- 
Saturday. Information call 413-786- 
6988 Tues.-Sat. 


MAINTENANCE ASSISTANT 
LIFE CARE CENTER OF 
WILBRAHAM 

Part-time weekend position available 
for 7 a.m.-3:30 p.m. General mainte¬ 
nance experience required. We offer 
great pay and benefits in a team-ori¬ 
ented environment. 

Jeffrey Roberts 413-596-3111 1413- 
596-9072 Fax , 2399 Boston Rd. I Wil- 
braham, MA 01095 Jeffrey_Roberts@ 
lcca.com LifeCareCareers.com An 
Equal Opportunity Employer 110116 


SUBSTITUTES NEEDED The 

Hampden-Wilbraham Regional School 
District is currently accepting applica¬ 
tions for substitute custodians. Please 
apply on School Spring http://tinyurl. 
com/pgkhxsn or by downloading an 
application from our website www. 
hwrsd.org and mailing to Ed Cened- 
ella, Hampden-Wilbraham Regional 
School District, 621 Main St., Wilbra- 
ham MA 01095. 



Find it 
in our 
Classified 
section! 


REAL ESTATE 







5 ROOM RANCH 3 bedrooms, 1 
bath, vinyl siding, car port, 2 sheds, Ig 
yard, finished basement, gas heat and 
hot water, central air, town water and 
sewer. 

$199,500.00.78 Georgetown Road off 
Kendall St. Ludlow, Call (413)374- 
5281 


POWNAL, VT LOG sided 2/3 bed¬ 
room, 1 1/2 bath home on 8 acres. 
Private, needs remodel finishing. 
$149,000. 15 minutes to Williams Col¬ 
lege! Melcovt@gmail.com 


FOR RENT 

AGAWAM- BRICK RANCH IN 

Center of town, 3 BR, 2.5 bath., com¬ 
pletely remodeled, finished basement 
with kitchen. 2 car garage $2,000/mo. 

413-348-3418. 



EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know¬ 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY Park¬ 
ing lot, surveillance, all utilities !,650 
sq. ft. plus office. Owner retired. 413- 
583-2517. 


MONSON NEW 2 BEDROOM, 

granite counters, hardwood floors, 6x9 
storage. WD. Electric heat. No pets. 
413-289-1285 for appointment. 
$1100/ mo. 


WILBRAHAM CENTER 2ND 
FLOOR apartment. Heat & Electricity 
included. Range, Refrigerator, use of 
Laundry Room washer & Dryer and 
gas grill included. One Bedroom suit¬ 
able for one or a couple. Pets candles 
or smoking not allowed. $900/month 
first, last and security. FLANNERY 
& COMPANY REALTORS(R)Since 
1969 Don@Flannery-Company.com 
413-596-9982 3 Springfield St., Wil- 
braham, MA 01095 


VACATION 

RENTALS 

WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


All real estate advertising In this 
newspaper Is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
It Illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any Intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 

This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that Is In 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
Informed that all dwellings advertising In 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing Impaired Is 
1-800-927-9275. 









588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 

(413)589-1671 

Thank You 

The staff' at AJK Financial Services wishes to thank it's patrons for 
another successful tax season. We thank you for your referrals and 
continued confidence. We appreciate the trust you pul in us and would 
like to remind everyone that our services arc available year-round. 


Income Tax Preparation 

___ ~ 31 years tax experience ~ 


|%\ Bruce J. Charwick 


AUTNomzao I 

IRS 


62 Jim Ash Road 
(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 



CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 

For Full Accounting & Tax Service 

Registered Tax Return Preparer_ 

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 ||||S 

ippointmet^ 


413 - 967-8364 


T he IK5 does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to lrs.gov. 


Personal & Small Business 


Federal & All States 



IRS Certified Tax Preparers 

1622 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @ cha rter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 




$50 OFF 

Reg. Prices 
To All New Clients 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 

413 - 283-8393 • 1 - 800 - 824-6548 
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More than 100 runners take off from the starting line last Sunday during the sixth annual Techno Trot at Robinson Park School in Agawam. Money raised from the event will be used to help fund STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, art and math) activities at the K-4 school.. PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 




David Hansen may look like he’s in agony, but in reality the East Longmeadow resi¬ 
dent is warming up with some stretching exercises before the Techno Trot. 


Sunday run 
raises funds 


for STEAM 

By Mike Lydick 

aan@turley.com 

A brisk breeze and unseasonably 
chilly temperatures didn’t deter 
117 people from coming out for the 
sixth annual Robinson Park School 5K and 
2-mile Techno Trot last Sunday. 

Runners and walkers of all ages hit the 
streets around school’s neighborhood for 
the April 8 event. Temperatures in the low 
40s were a far cry from the nearly 90-degree 
temperature at last year’s Techno Trot. 

After starting in the school’s front park¬ 
ing lot, runners and walkers, including 
many of the school’s staff and students, as 
well as parents, made their way around a 
course that included North Street and sever¬ 
al side streets before crossing the finish line 
near the playground area behind the school. 

RPS parent Kelly Cordis chaired this 
year’s 5K Techno Trot Committee, which 
organized the combined race and fami¬ 
ly fun walk. She said the goal was to raise 
$3,000 to $4,000 from sponsorships, en¬ 
try fees, raffles for prizes for the school’s 
STEAM (science, technology, engineering, 
arts and mathematics) program. 

“These activities often get cut due to 
low funds,” said Cordis. “But because of this 
race, our kids will have more opportunities 
to learn and grow.” 

Several other RPS parents served on 
the planning committee with Cordis. They 
included Sarah Brittain, Jennifer Ciollaro, 
Kelly Dunphy, Kerry Kennedy, Kristie Luke, 
Becky Lynch, Aleks Wrobel, and Julie Vooys. 

Two businesses, OMG Roofing Prod¬ 
ucts and TD Bank, contributed $500 as 
gold-level sponsors. Six others — Agawam 
Crossing Dental, CHH Engraving, Cichetti 
Teamwork at Sears Real Estate, Jump Start 
Preschool, Stateline Video Games, and 
USA Hauling and Recycling — contributed 
$250 as silver-level sponsors. 

Additional sponsors that contributed 
$100 each included Agawam Opticians, 
Bearfoot Creek Canine Boarding School, 
Berkshire Power, Easthampton Savings 
Bank, Kitchens by Prestige, Lambert 8c Pry¬ 
or Insurance, Relator Mark Rodgers, Park 
Square Realty, and Yankee Mattress Factory. 

For complete race results, visit www. 
coolrunning.com/results/18/ma/Apr8_ 
Robins_l_setl.shtml. 


Above, a group of runners heads down the homestretch on Pala- 
zzi Way to complete the sixth annual 5K Techno Trot last Sunday. 


At right, Grant Gionfriddo, 10, and his father Todd are neck-and- 
neck as they compete in the Techno Trot. Grant finished just two 
seconds ahead of his father with a time of 35:06. 


Jenn Bouley ties the shoelaces of her son Frank, 7, before the 
start of the 5K Techno Trot on Sunday at Robinson Park School. 


Katie Kardos of Feeding Hills ran the Techno Trot 
in just over 35 minutes while pushing an extra 
50 pounds in a stroller — her daughter Isabelle, 
3, and son Alex, 1. 


Above, Nicole Radwanski ap¬ 
proaches the finish line. The 
Agawam resident won the 
female division with a time of 
25:32. 

At left, Erika Brothers, left, and 
Sue Pioggia, both of Feeding 
Hills, review the race route for 
the 5K Techno Trot. 





















Page 1 6 I AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS I April 12 , 2018 




Rosie’s robot “Richard” tries to even the scaies 
during a quaiification match at the New Engiand 
FIRST District event in Hartford on Saturday, 
Aprii 7. 

ROBOTICS I from page 1 

Kiley. “Were from Massachusetts, a lot of 
teams are from Connecticut here. I meet 
teams from Maine and Rhode Island, I get 
to meet people from a lot of different areas, 
which I love.” 

The Agawam High School club has 20 
members, and 21 parents and community 
members volunteer to help as “mentors” 
for the group. Rosie typically meets twice 
a week on Wednesday and Friday nights, 
but during the six-week build season the 
students are in the shop six days a week 
preparing their robot for the competition. 


Some weeks they can spend more than 24 
hours at the school working on the project, 
in addition their school coursework and 
other life commitments. 

All the hard work pays off at tourna¬ 
ments. Rosie came in 22nd out of 40 during 
the qualifiers last weekend and was select¬ 
ed to be in an alliance with the sixth seed. 
This season’s challenge was to build a ro¬ 
bot that could pick up and move blocks to 
a variety of different locations, both high 
and low, to score points for their alliance of 
three teams. 

“Everybody had a really good time,” said 
senior Brianna Gaynor. “It was a really good 
tournament.” 


Rosie, which stands for Recognizing 
Outstanding Science Inspired Education, is 
a club that provides a variety of fun, educa¬ 
tional experiences with different tasks for 
programmers, engineers, marketers and 
more. Rosie Robotics names each year’s 
competition robots; this year’s is named 
Richard. 

Amanda Kiley 

One of Rosie’s marketing faces, Kiley 
joined the group to pursue her passion 
of meeting other schools and marketing. 
She interacts with other teams, handing 
out “gimmies,” and talking with the oth¬ 
er teams and judges on how the robot 
works and safety. It’s a busy job for a high 
schooler. 

“We learn a lot of time management 
through Rosie,” Kiley said. “You learn to 
balance work, school, clubs and sports. It’s 
a lot, but it really teaches you how to man¬ 
age your time better.” 

Only a junior, Kiley has one more year 
to work on her communicating and mar¬ 
keting skills in Rosie before heading off to 
college. 

Christian Rua 

Only a freshman, Christian is the 
youngest member of Richard’s drive team. 
As the technician, he is responsible for 
ensuring everything on Richard runs 
smoothly, and enjoys getting to watch the 
action up close in the pits. He has been 
involved in the FIRST program for nine 
years — there are robotics clubs at Aga¬ 
wam Junior High School, Doering School 
and at the elementary level — and has 
found his closest friends and future career 
through his experiences. 

“I’ve known most of these people all my 
life,” Rua said. “My dream college is MIT. I 
want to go to school for computer science 
and eventually teach in that field. Without 
this I don’t know ... my career path might 
be something completely different. I’m so 
glad I got involved in FIRST, it’s the best 
thing that ever happened to me.” 

Brianna Gaynor 

Senior Brianna Gaynor will be leaving 
Rosie after graduation, but she will never 
forget her experiences with the club, which 
has served as a source of motivation, pas¬ 
sion and distraction during difficult times. 



Logan Pearson and Kimberly Reardon control 
“Richard” during a qualification match in Hart¬ 
ford on Saturday, April 7. PHOTOS BY PETER SPOTTS 



Logan Pearson, back left, and Christian Rua 
work with mentor Scott Pearson on adjustments 
to Agawam High School’s robot in between qual¬ 
ification matches. 

“My freshman year of high school, my 
dad got really sick for a while,” Gaynor rec¬ 
ollected. “Rosie was the only thing I had to 
rely on, to take my mind off of that, to show 
me that there was a better of life. I didn’t 
have to sit there and worry about him 24-7.” 

Brianna plans to get involved in mento¬ 
ring after she graduates, as there’s “no way” 
she’s leaving FIRST. 

Logan Pearson 

Richard’s driver, Logan Perason, puts 
the robot through its paces, speeding, 
spinning and lifting around the arena with 
yellow cubes in tow. He earned his spot 
on the drive team by excelling at a test 
to determine who is best suited for the 
task. He enjoys the friendliness of every¬ 
one involved and while he plans to major 
in biology, he won’t be giving up robotics 
completely. 

“I’ll try to find something extracurricu¬ 
lar with robotics or engineering,” he said. 

Matt Iserman 

The senior programmer. Matt Iserman, 
helped write the code the commands 
Richard, but on tournament day he’s on 
scout duty — tracking the progress of 
other robot’s performance and crunching 
numbers to see who a good alliance part¬ 
ner might be. 

“I’ve seen some good robots doing a 
lot of cool things. I like seeing what oth¬ 
er people do based off the same idea,” he 
said. “You can do so many different things 
off of just one idea to do certain objec¬ 
tives. Seeing what other people create is 
really interesting.” 

“Richard” 

Rosie’s Richard is the team’s beloved hot 
for the Hartford tournament. The robot had 
quite the workout, hauling cubes up onto a 
scale, speeding around the arena to drop 
cubes off in different slots, called “switch¬ 
es,” while dodging around other busy hots. 
Richard was built in six weeks during the 
build season, when students logged up to 
24 hours a week working. 



PURCHASE TICKETS 

Box Seats $18 | Reserved Seats $15 

Discounts available at all Western Mass, and 
Enfield, CT Big Y stores. No discounts apply online. 
No cash refunds. 


PERFORMANCE TIMES 

Thur. May 3 7:00pm | Fri. May 4 7:30pm 
Sat. Mays 10am, 2:30pm, 7:30pm 
Sun. May 6 12:30pm, 4:30pm 

MAY 3BD-6TH 2018 


PURCHASE TICKETS AT 

HEIHASHIINECIRCVS.COM 01 413 - 205-5087 


EASTERN STATES COLISEUM 
WEST SPRINGFIELD 




Thanks to our Sponsors: 




.Vililt- '.HASS 

NEWS 
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Proceeds benefit the Melha Shriners and are not deductible as charitable contributions. 



Digital Photos 

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 

Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
one of our publications. 

Go to newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 


POLICE LOG 

The Agawam Police Department 
responded to 305 calls for service 
from April 3 to April 9, recording 
one arrest in its public log. 

Wednesday, April 4 

Danielle Leah Lakritz, 26, of 
Greenmeadow Drive, Longmeadow, 
was arrested and charged with op¬ 
erating under the influence of liquor. 


FIRE LOG 

Logs were not received for April 
3 to April 9 from the Agawam Fire 
Department in time for the Aga¬ 
wam Advertiser News’ deadline. 























































































